
Steve Collins likes an adventure and this month shares his story about taking the train across the USA - pictured above is one of the stunning views from Provo, Utah from his journey. 
See page 27 for more.

travelling
let’s go travelling

Have a Go News' travel liftout
...for the mature traveller

• WA cider  •  Yarnbombing in Bendigo  •  Antarctica day trip

MAY 2018

Villa Carlotta Travel Free Travel Information Sessions
State Library of Western Australia - Geographe Room - 9.30am to 12.30pm - Includes light refreshments

RSVP Essential - FreeCall 1800 066 272 or email travel@villa.com.au to book your seat.

We continue our highly popular monthly gatherings at the State Library. Mingle with Villa staff and travellers and hear informative presentations.

Note: presentation schedules are subject to change.  Contact our office just prior to the event for final presentation schedules.

 Tuesday 22 May 2018 New Zealand, Mauritius and Reunion Island, WA tours, Christmas in July and Flower Festivals
 Tuesday 19 June 2018 Solo Traveller Holidays, Small Group Tours and What’s New

Australian and International Escorted Tours

 1800 066 272   travel@villa.com.au   villa.com.au   villa holiday your way

Seats Limited 

Max 36
Guests

All Villa Carlotta Travel holidays are fully escorted, depart from Perth and include courtesy home collection,* airfares, taxes, attractions and entrance fees, gratuities* and most meals.

HAGN#314-049049
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Above, L-R; Geoff  and Carolyn Dwyer’s funny travel photos from The Red Dog Saloon in Juneau Alaska and rental van seen during tour of the 
Canadian Rocky Mountains - Barbara Bleazard’s amusing pic from travels through Africa. Below, left; Jennifer Merigan

DURING April I posted 
on our Facebook page 
asking people where 
their  rst  ight took them. 
We had a massive re-
sponse with more than 
500 comments and it 
was so interesting to see 
the places that people 
had gone. Comments 
ranged from  ights in WA 

to just about every desti-
nation in the world. 

We certainly have a 
well travelled reader-
ship and it was a lot of 
fun reading the stories. I 
loved that a few grand-
children commented on 
how happy they were 
to learn stories about 
their grandparent’s ad-
ventures. We had a few 
jokesters who said their 
 rst  ight was ‘up’ too. 

Our Facebook page 
is a lot of fun and we of-
fer a daily experience on 
there, plus lots of exclu-
sive competitions, come 
and join us in this com-
munity.

 ★★★
Thanks to the many 

people who have sent in 
their funny photos, please 
feel free to share any 
amusing photos with us 
that you have taken while 
on your travels – just send 
me an email – we love to 
receive them. 

Geoff  and Carolyn 
Dwyer, who say they are 
avid readers of the pa-
per, shared two photos, 
a rental van they spotted 
on a tour of the Cana-
dian Rocky Mountains, 
and the ‘standards’ sign 
which was prominently 
displayed in ‘The Red Dog 
Saloon’ in Juneau, Alaska. 

Barbara Bleazard sent 
in a shot she took when 
travelling through Africa 
where her and husband 
took an epic journey by 
Landrover through South 
Africa, Namibia, Botswa-
na, Malawi, Zambia, Tan-
zania and Mozambique.

★★★
Further to my edito-

rial about what tourists 
thought when visiting 
Perth, Paul Wolfe sent 
me an email about what 
his recent guests from 
the UK and Germany 
thought about their ex-
perience visiting Perth. 
Summarising his email 
Paul’s guests thought as 
it’s a long and tiring  ight 
from Europe to Perth, the 
value for money overall 
is questionable. He said 
although his visitors en-
joyed their stay in WA, 
they did leave doubt-
ing whether they would 
make a return visit. After 

all, for far less expense 
they can have sun, sea, 
and culture on the Medi-
terranean without travel-
ling halfway around the 
world. Have any of your 
guests to WA felt the 
same way?

★★★
If you have a travel is-

sue, enquiry or would 
like to share some infor-
mation, don’t hesitate to 
contact me on the email 
below.

Our website has lots of 
great travel information 
– take a moment to visit 
it at www.haveagonews.
com.au 

Happy trails 

Jennifer Merigan 
Travel EditorTravel Edi

ALL aboard the trip of a lifetime, as Travelmarvel again 
partners with award winning company Great Rail Jour-
neys in 2019. 

Discover the romance of a bygone era and hark 
back to a time when crisscrossing breathtaking land-
scapes by train was a new and unique experience. 

In the golden age of travel, rail journeys opened up 
the world to adventure-seekers who wanted to expe-
rience the pleasures of life abroad in a comfortable, 
convenient and relaxing way. They’ve sought to recre-
ate this ideal by taking people on an incredible journey 
along the world’s most illustrious railways.

Guests will travel on railways full of history as well 
as those that are feats of modern engineering. On 
these holidays, the railways and trains embarked as 
memorable as the destinations visited. Along the way, 
a Great Rail Journeys tour escort will accompany peo-
ple, and on the sightseeing excursions knowledgeable 
local guides lead the way. 

It might come as a surprise that the rugged and in-
tangible landscapes of the Alps make the perfect host 
for rail travel. Following carved valleys through Switzer-
land and Italy, these iconic railroads thread in and out 
of the slopes. Such incredible man-made tracks have 
translated into some of the world’s most picturesque 
train journeys – notably the Glacier Express, which 
couldn’t be more at home in the mountains. There’s 
also the fabulous Jungfrau Railway, visiting Europe’s 
highest railway station.

While further north, the heavenly fjords of Norway 
combine with Sweden’s tranquil landscapes and co-
lourful cottages for an epic holiday that includes every 
great Scandinavian rail experience. Join the Arctic Cir-
cle Express holiday and journey through Sweden and 
Norway, taking in incredible sights and travelling on the 
Flåm and Bergen railways and the 114 kilometres long 
Rauma Railway. 

Tunnels twist and swirl in and out of the mountains 
as you’re whisked through the Flåm Valley via the larg-
est fjord in Europe, the Sognefjord.

Between adventures on the railroad, guests stay in 
premium accommodation that has been selected as 
the ideal location from which to enhance the under-
standing and enjoyment of the region. Sample the 
diverse  avours of each destination with many meals 
included throughout, and enjoy a host of insider expe-
riences which are tailored to provide people with an 
in-depth insight in certain locations. Choose from a 
range of non-porterage and porterage included tours 
and departures.

Every rail journey is a nostalgic and inspiring adven-
ture, and after just one taste, they’ll be left looking for-
ward to the next one.

Contact Kings Tours and Travel on 9380 6656 for 
further details (see their advert on page 29 and 31 in 
this issue).

All aboard

HAGN#314-048092

Conditions apply, subject to availability, correct at the time of printing. All sale fares require full payment on booking.

www.australianholidaycentre.com.au   
email: perth@australianholidaycentre.com.au  

BOOK NOW 1300 799 342

SOUTH 
AUSTRALIAN 
EXPLORER

7 NIGHTS
DEPARTS PERTH 

ON SUNDAYS

Depart Perth on the Indian Paci  c at 10am • Adelaide City highlights or Ad-
elaide Hills & Hahndorf • 1 night accommodation in Adelaide at Sage Hotel • 
six day car hire with Budget • Barossa accom 2 nights in Lyndoch Hill • free 
day in the Barossa • Drive from Barossa to Cape Jervis to join ferry • Kanga-
roo Island accom with 2 nights at Kangaroo Island Seafront Adelaide accom 
at Sage Hotel or similar
PER PERSON TWIN SHARE $2963, single supplement $3566

TASSIE PACKAGE 
- EX PERTH

VARIOUS DATES AVAILABLE 
TRAVEL UP TO 25 APRIL 2019
BOOK + DEPOSIT BY 30/04/18

GREAT SAVINGS FOR EARLY PAYMENT
Premium airline  ights to Launceston • Return airport transfers • 1 night Grand Chan-
cellor • 9 nts/ 10 day Tasmanian Spectacular guided tour • Includes 9 breakfast/1 lunch/ 
6 dinners • All hotel service charge and baggage handling Gordon River Cruise • Guid-
ed tour of Port Arthur Historic site • Guided tour of Tamar Valley inc Beacons  eld Mine 
Museum • Guided tour of Woolmers Estate and Rose Garden • Many other wonderful 
highlights includes Salamanca Market on Saturday market day • 1 night - Best Western

$4295 PP T/SHARE Share with a stranger $4475 PP T/SHARE 

GOLDEN EAST 
COAST BREAK DEPARTURE 19 OCTOBER 2018

Fly from Perth to Sydney premium airline • Sydney 3 nts Rendezvous/sim • 
Captain Cook High Tea Cruise • Depart Sydney Golden Princess • Melbourne 
2 nts Quality Batmans Hill depart Melbourne on the Overland at 8.05am                
• Adelaide 2 nts Mercure Grosvenor/sim • Barossa Food & Wine Experi-
ence full day • 2 day Best of Kangaroo Island Tour • Adelaide 1 nt  Mercure             
Grosvenor/sim • Fly from Adelaide to Perth - premium air 
INSIDE TWIN CABIN from $3030 pp
OUTSIDE TWIN CABIN from $3110 pp
BALCONY CABIN from $3230 pp, Single prices on request

RAIL SAIL
QUEEN ELIZABETH

GOLD $4800 pp t/share 
PLATINUM $6520 pp t/share

3 CITIES & 3 TRAINS

Rail travel on the Indian Paci  c, Perth to Sydney in Gold Service cabin
• Includes meals, drinks and off train experiences • 3 nts in Sydney  
• Sydney Harbour Story Cruise • Rail travel on the XPT, Day Service 
Sydney to Melbourne • 3 nts in Melbourne • City tour & river cruise 
• Rail travel on the Overland, Melbourne to Adelaide • 2 nts in Adelaide       
• Adelaide City Sights Tour • Air travel, Adelaide to Perth

11 NIGHTS
DEPARTS PERTH 

ON SUNDAYS

HAGN#314-049003

13 NIGHTS 
DEPARTURE 

13 FEBRUARY 2019

• Flight Perth to Adelaide
• 2 x night Adelaide Grosvenor or similar
• 4 x night cruise on Queen Eliz Adelaide to Melbourne
• 1 x night Melbourne Quality Hotel Batman’s Hill on Collins or similar
• Melbourne to Sydney 1st class rail
• 2 x night Syd Mecure Sydney or similar
• One way Gold class journey on the Indian Paci  c Sydney to Perth
INSIDE CABIN $4563 pp t/share   OUTSIDE CABIN $4753 pp t/share
SINGLE from $6007

QUEEN OF 
THE SOUTH

DEPARTURE 
4 FEBRUARY 2019

• Cruise on Queen Elizabeth
• Balcony cabin - 4 x night                            
• 3 x Night Grosvenor Hotel or similar
• Barossa food and wine tour - include lunch
• Victor Harbour and McLaren Vale full day tour
• Premium  ight back to Perth    
BALCONY $2359 pp t/share
Subject to availability

HAGN#314-049061

Aussie Redback Tours

Phone us now on 1300 662 026 
Email: aussieredbacktours@yahoo.com.au 
Website: www.aussieredbacktours.com.au

“Get caught in the travel web” with

Day Tours 2018
Sun 3 Jun Pinjarra Fes  val
Sun 8 Jul  Christmas in July
Sun 29 Jul Neil Diamond Mystery Tour
$99 ($95 Seniors) includes morning tea & lunch  
Pick-ups Joondalup, East Perth, Rockingham

Extended Tours 2018 (Fully Accommodated)
28 Jun-06 Jul  Kimberley Dreaming     9 days from $3,640
11-22 Jul  WA’s Coral Coast/ Karijini   12 days from $3,450
02-08 Aug  Monkey Mia/Kalbarri      7 days from $1,920
11-20 Aug  Mt Augustus/Karijini at Wild  ower  me    
      10 days from $2,920
23-28 Aug  WA Wild  owers with Renata Wright     6 days from $2,650
  (Art Tour)
24 Aug-01 Sep  Uluru/Alice/Coober Pedy      9 days from $3,480
02-05 Sep  Northern Wild  owers      4 days from $1,120
06-11 Oct  Floriade/Ned Kelly/Snowy Mountains    6 days from $2,600
26 Oct-07 Nov  Tasmania the ‘Apple Isle’                    12 days from $4,440

NEW BROCHURE 

OUT NOW!
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by Steve Collins 

IT seemed like a really 
good idea at the time. 
Cross the United States 
by train from San Fran-
cisco to New York via 
Washington D.C.

That’s 5770 kilometres 
in all. Fortunately, I like 
trains.

I decided to sit up 
rather than book sleep-
ers, due to the cost. 
Whilst having a sleeper 
is comfortable, you don’t 
interact with the locals as 
much when you are co-
cooned in your own com-
partment. My reasons for 
doing this trip were to see 
the countryside, meet the 
people and have a won-
derful experience. Sitting 
up would allow me to 
achieve those goals.

If you are 62 years of 
age or older, like me, Am-
trak gives you a 15 per 
cent discount. Bargain. I 
did stop off  on the way, 
so that also added to the 
cost, but the total came 
to just $US437.35, or 
about $A580 at the ex-
change rate when I pur-
chased the tickets.

The California Zephyr 
begins its journey in Em-
eryville, which is part of 
Oakland, just across the 
bay from San Francisco. 
I caught the BART (Bay 
Area Rapid Transport), 
the local suburban train, 
from San Francisco to 
Emeryville. 

This being the United 
States, nothing is simple. 
Signage is a real prob-
lem in much of America.  
There was no list of sta-
tions on the platform 
noticeboard, no list of 
stations on the train itself, 
and train announcements 
are mostly unintelligible.  

Emeryville BART sta-
tion is not near the Amtrak 
station, that idea would 
have been too logical for 
Americans to handle, but 
there is a free shuttle be-

tween the two. However, 
there is no clear sign to 
tell you which shuttle to 
catch and there are sev-
eral shuttles which go in 
various directions.  

Fortunately, I had done 
my research, so man-
aged to clamber onto the 
correct shuttle, only to 
 nd that is doesn’t cater 
for people with luggage. 
A bit silly, really, when 
most people who board 
the California Zephyr 
take luggage with them.

Emeryville station is 
modern, functional and 
without charm. There 
were many people sitting 
around with their luggage 
waiting to depart, and 
I was entertained by a 
couple who gave an im-
promptu concert on their 
way to a ukulele conven-
tion.

Amtrak is the National 
Railroad Passenger Cor-
poration, which runs the 
long distance passen-
ger trains. Amtrak owns 
the trains, but not the 
tracks, which are owned 
by the freight railways, 
so you can occasionally 
sit in a siding waiting for 
a goods train to pass. 
Which is really no diff er-
ent from travelling on our 
own Prospector.

As the train pulled into 
the station, it did look 
very impressive. The Cal-
ifornia Zephyr was pulled 
by twin diesel locomo-
tives, and all the carriag-
es were double decker.  
The front half of the train 
comprises the sleeper 
carriages, and the back 
section is the seating 
carriages. Each section 
also has glass-ceiling 
observations cars and a 
restaurant carriage.

In the seating car-
riages the bottom sec-
tion has toilets, luggage 
racks and seating for 
those with mobility prob-
lems who can’t handle 
the stairs. Upstairs is all 

seating. The bench seats 
are large and comfort-
able and I had plenty of 
leg room.

In motion, the train was 
very smooth and  quiet. 
It was very easy to relax 
and take in the view.

The  rst part of the 
journey from Emeryville 
to California’s capital 
Sacramento, 85 miles in 
about 90 minutes, was 
through largely industrial 
landscapes. 

The train follows the 
shore of San Pablo Bay 
before turning inland 
to Sacramento.  After 
a short stop, we head 
north-west to Colfax, 
and then start climbing 
into the High Sierras, to-
wards the historic town 
of Truckee/Lake Tahoe. 

From here the scenery 
begins to get more spec-
tacular, and we were 
soon passing deep snow 
drifts, surrounded by 
impressive mountains. I 
could see people skiing 
in the distance.

Soon after crossing 
the border into Nevada 
we reached Reno. 

This city has the weird-
est station I’d seen. It 
is built into a concrete 
culvert so it looks much 
like an open sewer, sans 
wastewater. Reno is 
much more spread out 
than I expected, and 
the place is littered with 
large, garish casinos.

We were now crossing 
a high desert, which was 
eerily reminiscent of the 
Nullarbor Plain as there 
was little vegetation. The 
point of diff erence were 
tall,  at-topped mesas to 
remind us that we were 
still in the mountains.

Just before dusk we 
had a brief stop at the 

town of Winnemucca, I 
had time for a brisk walk, 
and found it to have an 
authentic western feel. 
If I had seen Clint East-
wood walking towards 
me chewing on a che-
root with a pair of ban-
doliers crossing his chest 
and stubble on his chin I 
wouldn’t have been sur-
prised.

The colours of twilight 
as we continued east 
were magni cent. Vivid 
pinks turned to deep 
red as dusk descended. 
Even the contrails from 
high- ying aircraft were 
pretty. Actually, it was 
the many contrails, those 
cloudy tracks across the 
sky that are left by air-
craft, which reminded 
me just how populated 
the US is. We hardly see 
them in Western Austra-
lia, but they were plenti-
ful wherever I went in the 
US.

Nevada is mostly 
desert that is home to 
a smattering of towns. 
They are not really no-
ticeable during the day 
but at night you can see 
the gaudy casino lights 
dazzling in the distance. 

The scenery was 
stark, but mesmerising. 
The picture windows in 
the carriage did off er fan-
tastic views, and I would 
often wander along to 
the observation car in 
more mountainous areas 
to take in those amazing 
vistas.

Our next stop was 
the city of Elko, which 
we reached at about 
9.30pm. It’s easy to 
know when you reach 
a Nevada town at night 
as there is always a ca-
sino open with those 
overworked neon signs 

 ashing crazily away.
I was chatting to a 

young lady who was dis-
embarking at Elko, and 
was amazed to discover 
that it has a lot in com-
mon with Kalgoorlie as it 
is the centre of the Ne-
vada gold industry. The 
residents there service 
the gold mines for many 
hundreds of kilometres 
around, except that they 
are DiDo (drive in drive 
out) workers.

It would be a six hour 
trip to Salt Lake City in 
Utah, and seven hours 
until I reached Provo, 
were I was going to 
leave the train. The seats 
reclined well back, so 
sleeping was surpris-
ingly easy. It did help that 
I didn’t have to share my 
seat at that stage.

At 4.35am, one hour 
late, I disembarked at 
Provo, Utah, a town I 
knew nothing about but 
decided to stop there 
to experience Middle 
America.  Fortunately, I 
had booked a cab which 
was waiting to drive me 
to my hotel.

It was very dark when 
I arrived, so after a good 
sleep I awoke at about 
9am and wandered 
across the road to get 
supplies.

US hotels don’t be-
lieve in supplying tea/
coff ee making facilities in 
the rooms. Perhaps they 
don’t want to be known 
as the land of the free 
tea. Fortunately there 

Making tracks and training across America - Part one crossing the Rockies

was a bakery across the 
road.  The trip took me 
longer than I expected 
simply because as soon 
as I copped the view, my 
eyes binoculated out as 
in those Loony Tunes 
cartoons and I was smit-
ten.

Provo is nestled in the 
Utah Valley, and before 
me was a most impres-
sive snow-capped se-
ries of mountains which 
had me rushing back to 
the room for my camera 
to capture the moment. 
The panorama was 
about as pretty as you 
could get, and I just had 
to drink it all in. Besides, 
you can’t really eat when 
your jaw has dropped al-
most to the ground.

The population of 
Provo is 80 per cent Lat-
ter Day Saints (LDS), or 
Mormons as we know 
them. It is particularly 
neat and laid out in a 
common grid system of 
roads that was designed 
by Brigham Young him-
self, the person who led 
the Mormons to Utah. 
All LDS towns have the 
same design.

I wandered past a 
building which I reckon 
was the world’s tidiest 
police station. I can’t 
imagine there’s much 
crime here, so the cops 
probably occupy their 
time by gardening or do-
ing little chores around 
the station.

continued on page 28

Left to right; San Francisco’s Golden Gate Bridge - Amtrak train - High Sierras - Observation carriage

Best Western Hospitality Inn Kalgoorlie
560 Hannan Street, Kalgoorlie
9021 2888 
kalgoorlie@hospitalityinns.com.au
www.hospitalityinnkalgoorlie.com.au

Best Western Kalgoorlie

• FREE continental breakfast daily       
• FREE wireless broadband internet, FOXTEL
• FREE tea, coffee and biscuits in your spacious motel room
• FREE welcome drink when dining at the 
   Katherine Station Restaurant
• POOL, restaurant, cocktail bar, BBQ & guest laundry

Each Best Western branded hotel is independently owned and operated. © 2014 Best Western International, Inc. All rights reserved.

*Subject to availability - bookings essential - some blockout dates apply. 

*ONLY $119 
PER NIGHT 

FOR 2!

l
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BUY NOW PAY LATER
WE NOW OFER

UP TO 6 MONTHS LAY-BY ON
ALL FLIGHTS, HOTELS, CAR HIRE, 

TOUR AND CRUISES 
Europe from $1,199 return

Business class $5,499 return
3 stops around world from $1,799

UK car hire from $29 per day
Up to $300 o   European Coach Tours
Up to $500 o   European River Cruises

Telephone 9285 8182
www.britishtravel.com.au

BRITISH TRAVEL

HAGN#314-049823

On the Blackwood River, Bridgetown

RAC  Your tranquil adult retreat in
a picturesque riverbank setting 2 kms from 

Bridgetown CBD featuring
• Spacious, self-contained, luxury accommodation
• Stunning riverside location
• Bird lovers’ paradise with late afternoon feeding
• Unit for disabled available with King size 
   or twin bed con  guration
View our website and/or give Julian and Jenny a call

Tel: 9761 2828
www.tweedvalleylodge.com.au
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We provide a free booking service for Great Southern Rail, 
accommodation, car hire, tours and much more.

FREECALL 1800 812 808

Western Australian Visitor Centre  
55 William Street, Perth   

SENIORS BREAKS
4 Day 3 Night Albany Getaway

*Please note that this is not a guided package tour. It is independent travel on either TransWA or self drive.

W t Lic No 9TA 1364  HAGN#314-048772

Country Comfort Amity Motel
Package inclusions; 3 nights accommodation - Continental breakfast

Transwa Coach (with Pensioner Free Pass) PLUS Albany History 
& Highlights Tour (including the National ANZAC Centre)

$296.50pp 
twin share

$460
solo traveller

Call 1800 812 808 now for you free copy 
of Senior Breaks 2018/19 with great deals 

for Busselton, Esperance, Albany, 
Kalbarri, Kalgoorlie and Pemberton.
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For more let’s go travelling 

visit us online...www.haveagonews.com.au

Unlimited overseas
medical expenses

All medical 
conditions considered

Cover up to 100 
years of age

Mitsui Sumitomo Insurance Company, Limited, ABN 49 000 525 637, issues InsureandGo Travel Insurance 
(the insurance). Please read the combined product disclosure statement and financial services guide 
available at www.insureandgo.com.au/policy-wordings.html to decide if the insurance is right for you.

insureandgo.com.auP:1300 550 396
Promo code: haveaGo10
10% off travel insurance!

HAGN#314-048824

continued from page 27
Following my camera’s 

view  nder I wandered 
into the Provo City Cen-
tre LSD Temple, where 
people were queueing 
up to be married. Appar-
ently, the temple hosts 
about 100 weddings 
every week, although 
they don’t seem to take 

very long. It appeared 
that only close family 
members attended the 
weddings as you have to 
get permission from your 
bishop to attend. The 
gardens were lovely, ide-
al for wedding photos, 
and I had several con-
versations with guests 
about universal health 

Left to right; A bride and groom outside Provo City Centre LSD Temple - Arriving at Denver by Amtrak train - Utah Monolith - Glenwood Canyon

Call for a FREE individual or group tour brochure 
Courtesy home tranfsers for extended tours
Contact Wannadoo Tours for further info 1300 146 757
wannadoo@westnet.com.au  www.wannadootours.com

SENIORS COACH TOURS
Day tours, group tours and fully escorted extended tours available

HAGN#314-048778

care, which the United 
States doesn’t have. 
These were always polite 
conversations and initiat-
ed by the locals. I got the 
strong impression that 
many Americans think 
that universal health care 
is a communist plot.

At least shotgun wed-
dings are easy there as 
everyone seems to have 
access to a  rearm.

The next leg was going 
to take me to Denver, and 
from Provo to Denver is 
where the scenery began 
to get utterly spectacular.

I got to the station by 
3.30am, the time the 
Californian Zephyr was 
due to leave Provo. Un-
fortunately, the train was 
stuck between Salt Lake 
City and Provo because 
a track had moved.  Am-
trak doesn’t own the rails, 

so it was a three hour wait 
for it to be  xed. No Prob-
lem. Dawn over Provo 
was delightful.

We climbed out of the 
valley, gradually inching 
up onto a high plateau. 
At one stage the climb 
was so steep we had to 
make a series of sharp 
loops and turns in order 
to gain height. We were 
now back in high desert 
country where there were 
many spectacular rock 
formations and higher 
snow-capped mountains 
far in the distance.

Because of the altitude 
the air is very clear so the 
views are stunning.

Near the Colorado 
town of Glenwood 
Springs the train enters 
the Glenwood Canyon, 
and follows the Colorado 
River. Because I was a 

friendly Australian, the 
conductor had told me 
to move to the observa-
tion carriage when we 
stopped at Glenwood 
Springs.  

The sides of the can-
yon soar to over 400m 
above the track, and it is 
so close that you could 
almost touch the rocks if 
you could open the train 
windows.

This is a most pictur-
esque canyon. Extraor-
dinarily rugged and quite 
narrow.  The observation 
car got packed once we 
entered the canyon, as 
you can really only ap-
preciate how truly vertical 
and inspiring the sides 
are by looking up through 
the glass roof.  This 40 
km section of the journey 
was certainly eye-catch-
ingly memorable.

The California Zephyr 
continued to climb, and 
we were near some of the 
United States’ best skiing 
country, such as Vail and 
Aspen. 

Soon after leaving the 
Winter’s Park ski area 
we entered Moff at Tun-
nel which, at an altitude 
of 2,816m is the highest 
point on the whole jour-
ney. The tunnel has a 
length of 10kms and as 
soon as we exited we be-
gan the descent down to 
Denver, which is 80kms 
away. 

Although it was dark 
as we entered Denver’s 
outskirts, it was a clear 
night and a blood moon 
was shining, making for a 
somewhat eerie entrance 
into Colorado’s largest 
city.

Denver’s Union Sta-

tion has been recently re-
vamped. It is no longer a 
sterile railway station but 
a place where people can 
congregate at restaurants 
and bars, and shop in an 
interesting arcade.  They 
have also turned the top 
couple of  oors into the 
Crawford Hotel, a com-
fortable, contemporary 
place that is easily acces-
sible to many of Denver’s 
attractions.

I was staying at The 
Crawford so made my-
self comfortable and 
opened the curtains, only 
to discover that my room 
was directly above the 
main concourse and I 
could easily be seen from 
below. Curtains closed, 
great night’s sleep was 
had.

This adventure is going 
to continue next month.

RICE crops will be ready for harvest and still shimmer-
ing gold when members of this small group tour ar-
rive from Australia in September during the Chinese 
autumn.

The tour is off ered by the Australian China Friend-
ship Society (ACFS) which has branches in all states 
and territories.  

The 13-day itinerary is programmed to cover ex-
traordinary sites with colour and history combined.  

The China Southern  ights leave from all state capitals 
with a direct service to Guangzhou, the old Canton. 

The cities from which the excursions will radiate are 
Guangzhou, Zhaoxing, Longsheng, Guilin, Xianggon 
Hill and Xingping.  And at Yangshuo guests have the 
rare opportunity to attend a giant outdoor concert with 
a musical, vocal and light presentation and a back-
drop of the Li River designed by Zhang Yimou, a top 
movie director who was the designer of the opening 
ceremony for the 2008 Olympic Games. 

The leader of the tour is Susan Moss, an ACFS 
member in Perth and successful member of the WA 
Camera Club. Susan’s website is www.susanmossar 
tandphotography.com. She has been a participant in 
photographic tours in Vietnam and India.

The cost is $4380 per person, twin share includ-
ing air fares, accommodation, most meals, gratuities, 
local photographer from day four to 11, and ground 
transport throughout including high speed rail.  Single 
supplement is $650. 

Departure is 18 September. You can obtain an itin-
erary by phoning freecall 1300 886678 (China Best 
Tours) or visit acfswa.org/photography-tour-gui           
lin-2018.html

The ACFS national tour director is Roz Hanley. You 
can reach her on hanley@iinet.net.au

Sailing or more accurately steaming on the River Li 
off ers dramatic scenery as nature’s vast limestone 
carvings soar into the air to enthral participants on 

the ACFS Photography Tour to China

Tour to China especially for photographers

Toll Free: 1300 842 688
E: sales@mwtours.com.au
W: www.mwtours.com.au

MW Tours
mwtoursaustralia

Fully inclusive
From $4,295

16 Days Vietnam and Cambodia Delight
Hanoi, Halong Bay, Hoian, Ho Chi Minh City
Saigon, Cu Chi Tunnels, 
Phnom Peh&Siem Reap

Fully inclusive
From $5,229

8 Days Kenya Vista
Nairobi, Shaba Game Reserve ,Aderdares, Lake Nakuru,
Masai Mara

Fully inclusive
From $4,885

16 Days Mighty Yangtze & Hong Kong
Shanghai, Nanjing, Wuhan, Fengdu, Chongqing,
Victoria Cruise on Three 
Gorges & Hong Kong

Fully inclusive
From $4,885

15 Days Natural Wonders of China
Zhangjiajie, Tian Men Mt, Yichang, Yangtze River
Cruise, Chongqing, 
Jiuzhaigou & Chengdu

Fully inclusive
From $6,995

20 Days Japan, Korea, Taiwan Triple Indulgence
Taipei, Kaohsiung, Kenting, Seoul, Gwangju, Sun 
Moon Lake, Busan, Andong,
Mt.Sorak, Tokyo, Kyoto&Osaka

Fully inclusive
From $8,080

15 Days Japan Cherry Blossom & Garden 2019
Tokyo, Hakone, Mt.Fuji, Takayama, Kanazawa,
Kyoto, Nara, Hiroshima,
Miyajima,Kobe, Osaka

Fully inclusive
From $7,399

14 Days Wandering South Africa
Johannesburg, Mpumalanga, Swaziland, Zululand,
Durban, Knysna, Oudtshoorn 
& Cape Town

Fully inclusive
From $5,485

16 Days Glittering India Diwali & Camel Fair
Kolkata, Varanasi, Agra, Fatehpur Sikri ,Jaipur, 
Pushkar & DelhiRE
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SALE ON NOW

HAGN#314-048285

Making tracks and training across America - Part one crossing the Rockies



Würzburg
Regensburg

Nuremberg

Melk

Rüdesheim

Cologne

Passau

Bamberg

Brühl

Dürnstein
Vienna

Amsterdam

Budapest

Prague

Paris
33

Travelmarvel
River Ship

14

Miltenberg

Utrecht

Conditions apply. SEE: travelmarvel.com.au/SpecialDeals for full conditions. Prices are per person (pp), AUD, twin share. Prices are correct as at 20 April 2018. Prices based on EUTCR15: 2 December 2019 (Cat. E), EUTCOP08: 16 July 2019 (Cat. E), RJTSHS9P: 20 October 2019 and RJTGZJ12: 1 October 2019 . All offers include a Bonus Early Payment Discounts and stated 
savings amounts. BONUS EARLY PAYMENT DISCOUNT: Tour must be paid in full 10 months prior to travel. Enquire for details. Limited seats on set departures are available and are subject to availability. DEPOSITS: A first non-refundable deposit of $1,000 pp is due within seven days of booking for EUTCR15 & EUTCOP08. A non-refundable deposit of $2,000 pp is due 
within seven days of booking for RJTSHS9P & RJTGZJ12. TM4404

Join Jo Ellies from Travelmarvel as 
she takes you through our Europe 
cruising & rail options for 2019.
Also hear about Wendy Ellis’ rail tour 
in Switzerland
Date: 25th May 
Time: 10:30 am with morning tea 
included
Venue: Mantra on Murray Street
RSVP: PLEASE register prior to Friday 
18th May.
Limited spaces available. 
Please call Kings Tours and Travel 
9380 6656

EUROPE
RIVER CRUISING & GREAT RAIL JOURNEYS
2019 PREVIEW OUT NOW! 

Switzerland

Germany

Italy

Belgium

France

Domodossola

Brussels

Gornergrat
Stresa (Lake Maggiore)

Visp

Colmar

Cologne

Tirano

St Moritz
Basel

Zermatt

Glacier Express
Bernina
Express

Gornergrat 
Mountain Railway

3

1

1

4

England

London

Coach
Rail
Stay (No. of nights)

2

RJTGZJ12

EUTCR15/EUTCRPP21 

FLY FREE*
ALL CABINS, 
ALL DATES

Add a 6 night Prague  
and Paris City Stay 
from just $2,700* pp 

COME JOIN OUR 
INFORMATION 
SESSION!

EUROPEAN  
GEMS

15 DAYS FROM

$5,295*
PP TWIN SHARE

Edinburgh

Inverness

Ballachulish
Isle of
Mull

Loch Ness

Fort William
Mallaig

Kyle of 
Lochalsh

Oban

Glasgow

3

3

2

West
Highland Line

Jacobite
Steam Train

Kyle Line

Scotland

RJTSHS9P

EDINBURGH, 
THE HIGHLANDS 
& ISLANDS 

9 DAYS FROM

$2,995*
PP TWIN SHARE

Vila Nova
de Gaia

Pinhão
Vega de
Terrón

Salamanca Castelo Rodrigo
Barca d’Alva

Régua

LamegoEntre-os-Rios

Spain

Portugal

Porto

MS Douro Serenity
7

Lisbon3

Mateus Palace

EUTCOP08/EUTCOPL11

2 FOR 1 
AIRFARES*

Add a 3 night  
Lisbon City Stay 
from just $1,300* pp 

DOURO 
DISCOVERY

8 DAYS FROM

$4,195*
PP TWIN SHARE

GLACIER 
EXPRESS 
& ST MORITZ

12 DAYS FROM

$6,895*
PP TWIN SHARE

(08) 9380 6656 or 1800 677 760 
110d Cambridge Street, 
West Leederville WA 6007

F: 9380 6696
E: office@kingstours.com.au
www.kingstours.com.au

 SAVE 
$1,000 PER 
COUPLE*

 SAVE 
$1,000 PER 
COUPLE*
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BASSENDEAN
PH 9377 3188
E: bassendean@helloworld.com.au
Shop 22, Bassendean Village, 
West Road, Bassendean

MORLEY
PH 9276 5577
E: morley@helloworld.com.au
Suite 1, 
2-16 Bishop Street, Morley

From $4,159pp twin share* for SELECTED 2018 departures from Adelaide

HAGN#314-049448

Inclusions
• 1 night’s accom at Majestic Roof Garden Adelaide inc breakfast
• 2 course welcome dinner at hotel (Adelaide)
• 2 night’s Gold Service on The Ghan from Adelaide to Darwin 
  - all inclusive meals and drinks
• Standard off train excursion tours while on The Ghan
• 3 night’s accom at Hilton Darwin including breakfast daily
• Half Day Darwin City Sights Tour
• Charles Darwin Sunset Buffet Dinner Cruise
• Full day Litch  eld Waterfalls Tour
• Evening transfers to Mindil Beach Market
• Food & beverages as speci  ed in your itinerary        
*Conditions apply - contact either of  ce for further details

ULTIMATE OUTBACK RAIL JOURNEY
FULLY ESCORTED 7 DAYS ADELAIDE TO DARWIN

Quiet, comfy, lovely garden setting. 
Free Wi  . Fully self-contained 

well-equipped units. 
Only a 2 min walk to beach and Marina.

COACH PICK-UP AVAILABLE
WEEKLY RATE $500 p/c unit, 

$600 p/c chalet $10 extras

Ph 9927 2177  
Email: lazylobster@westnet.com.au

Visit www.lazylobster.net.au

HA
GN

#3
14

-0
48

76
5

PORT DENISON

HAVE a Go News is or-
ganising the day trip of 
a lifetime to Antarctica 
which will take place on 
Australia Day 2019.

This  ight leaves Perth 
every two years and in 
2017 the paper took a 
group on board. 

“It was one of the most 

amazing day trips I have 
ever experienced,” said 
Have a Go News editor 
Jennifer Merigan.

“I took my 82 year old 
Dad with me and he was 
overawed with the expe-
rience.

“It’s nothing like a nor-
mal  ight and the excite-

ment that builds when 
the ice comes into view, 
is just something to be-
hold.

“The crew, the ser-
vice and the informa-
tion throughout the  ight 
makes it a trip of a life-
time.”

This  ight is scheduled 
for Australia Day 2019 
and we invite readers to 
join us. It’s an opportu-
nity to ful ll a bucket list 
dream of exploring Ant-
arctica.

Australia is the only 
country from which a 
sightseeing  ight can 
be taken over the frozen 
south.

Every departure is dif-
ferent – no two  ights 
are the same. All seating 

classes will experience 
spectacular views over 
the ice and an unforget-
table round trip.

The trip provides the 
complete Antarctic expe-
rience – Antarctic experts 
on board, live crosses to 
the Australian stations, 
videos and other infor-
mative activities. 

Passengers will receive 
a comprehensive infor-
mation kit, two full service 
Qantas meals plus in-
 ight snacks and full bar 
service – including cham-
pagne, wine, beer, spirits, 
soft drink and use of the 
state of the art entertain-
ment system.

The crew provide 
wonderful service, the 
atmosphere on board 

is nothing like you have 
experienced and passen-
gers experience four full 
hours  ying across the 
continent.

It really is an unbeliev-
able experience.

The Have a Go News 
tour manager on board 
takes photographs of 
the views and our group, 
providing an exclusive 
pictorial record for our 
guests. Have a Go News’ 
passengers also receive 
a special Australia Day 
goody bag and name 
badge.

This  ight departs 
Perth on 26 January 
2019 at 8am and returns 
at 8.30pm at night.

The following seating is 
available:

• Economy Class 
Centre – cost $1199 per 
person. 
• Economy Class 
Standard – cost $1999 
per person.
• Economy Class 
Superior – cost $2999 
per person.
• Premium Economy 
Class – cost $3299 per 
person.
• Business Class Centre 
- cost $4299 per person.
• Business Class 
Deluxe – cost $7499 per 
person.
• Ice Class - $7999 per 
person. 

Please contact us for 
brochures and booking 
forms which detail the trip 
and the seating arrange-
ments.

This  ight only departs 
Perth every two years, 
bookings close 30 No-
vember unless sold out 
prior. 

A $300 deposit is re-
quired with booking and 
full payment is required 
eight weeks before de-
parture. Travel insurance 
can be purchased for an 
extra $175  per person 
and covers people to 
age 85, price subject to 
change.

Home pick up and re-
turn can be arranged if 
required. 

For further information, 
brochures and booking 
forms or to reserve your 
seat please call the offi  ce 
on 9227 8283 or email 
jen@haveagonews.com.au

Have a Go News offers readers the opportunity to  y to Antarctica in 2019

ONE of the most interest-
ing trips to undertake in 
Australia is to cross the 
country by train.

Whether that’s travel-
ling the north-south route 
on The Ghan through the 
rugged heart of Australia 

or taking the Indian Pa-
ci c east to west, both 
provide a truly Australian 
adventure.

For those seeking to 
discover the rugged in-
terior and follow the foot-
steps and camel tracks 

of our  edging nation’s 
heroic pioneers, The 
Ghan is heralded as one 
of the world’s great rail 
journeys. 

It off ers a unique insight 
into the spectacular and 
ever changing landscape 

between Darwin, Alice 
Springs and Adelaide. 
Passengers can take ad-
vantage of recently intro-
duced Ghan Expeditions; 
enjoying extended time 
to explore Alice Springs 
and a full day in the truly 
unique underground min-
ing town of Coober Pedy. 

Whether your jour-
ney begins in the tropi-
cal north at Darwin or 
Australia’s wine capital 
Adelaide, the experience 
of this remarkable train 
journey will stay with you 
for many years after your 
adventure is completed.

From the spectacular 
heights of the majestic 
Blue Mountains to the 
beautifully barren ex-
panse of the Nullarbor 
Plain, the journey on-
board the Indian Paci c 
is one of contrasts. 

From cities of millions 
to virtual ghost towns 
of just four hearty souls; 
from lush vineyards to 
vast goldmines, this as-
tonishing journey links 
the coasts of the Indian 
Ocean with the Paci c 
Ocean in an absolutely 
remarkable 4325km jour-
ney. 

Passengers experi-
ence the world’s longest 
straight stretch of railway 
track as they majestically 
travel on a transcontinen-
tal journey like no other.

Both services off er the 

classic comfort of gold 
service or enjoy the ex-
tra room and luxurious 
touches of the platinum 
service.

Beautifully appointed 
private accommodation 
– gold is the most popu-
lar level of service sought 
by travellers. There is 
a choice of twin share 
or single cabins to suit 
those travelling alone, 
with a friend or with a 
partner. All-inclusive din-
ing, beverages and a 
wide range of amazing 
off  train excursions and 
outback experiences are 
included.

Luxuriously appoint-
ed, spacious suites to-
gether with attentive but 
discreet, personalised 
service, makes plati-
num the ultimate way to 
travel. Full size ensuites 
and the choice of com-
fortable double or twin 
beds, large panoramic 
windows and an interior 
corridor window provide 
views to both sides of the 
train and combine to cre-
ate a sumptuous space. 
All off  train excursions 
and outback experiences 
along with all transfers 
are included.

To  nd out more about 
training in Australia con-
tact Helloworld Travel 
Morley 9276 5577 or Hel-
loworld Travel Bassend-
ean 9377 3188.

Traversing Australia by train off ers ever changing landscapes

by David Ellis
 
IN THE medieval township of Oudewater in the centre 
of the Netherlands, there’s a circa-1482 weigh house 
where you can actually get yourself offi  cial documenta-
tion that you ain’t no witch.

Weigh houses like the one in Oudewater were used in 
medieval times across much of Europe to weigh crops 
and livestock, and to tax goods based on their weight. 
And from the mid-1550s to late-1600s when witch-
hunts became something of a popular pastime, count-
less hundreds of women were rounded-up, hauled to 
the weighhouses – and often as a consequence of what 
occurred there, burned at the stake.

This was because witches were thought to have no 
soul, and thus be light enough to walk on water or to 
ride a broomstick across the sky. And if at the weigh 
house the scales showed a woman to be lighter than a 
group of male judges considered her to actually be by 
simply looking at her, she was deemed to be a soul-less 
witch and thus sent to her fate.

Historians believe that most such weigh house  nd-
ings were blatantly rigged for any number of offi  cial or 
domestic reasons – except in Oudewater where the Ro-
man Emperor Charles V decreed that it’s weigh house 
be a fair-weighing site. And as a result, it’s understood 
that no woman ever went to her death there as a witch.

Today Oudewater’s weighhouse is a museum where 
visitors can be weighed and issued with a certi cate 
con rming that their “body weight is in proportion to 
their build,” and proving therefore that they too are no 
witch.

Struth - weigh the witch
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CHRISTMAS
& COCOS ISLANDS

8 DAYS, $4,490pp*

3 nights accommodation at VQ3 Lodge on 
Christmas Island & 4 nights at the Cocos 
Beach Motel on Cocos Keeling Islands

Breakfast daily, 6 lunches and 7 dinners

3 TO 10 NOVEMBER 2018

Orientation tour of Christmas Island Visit 
Dales and the Hugh Dale Waterfall Sight the 
views from Margaret Knoll Lookout Visit the 
Blowholes Enjoy Lily and Ethel Beaches Enjoy 
a tour of West Island Enjoy a tour of Home 
Island including a visit to the historic Oceania 
House Exclusive Kings Tour of Christmas and 
Cocos Island

MELBOURNE CUP Carnival
4 TO 9 NOVEMBER 2018Sights tour of Alice Springs Visit the Royal 

Flying Doctor Service and the School of Air Stop 
at the Camel Farm Experience sunrise at Kata 
Tjuta Witness a breathtaking Uluru sunset 
BBQ dinner and stargazing at an exclusive venue 

See the marvellous views of Watarrka National 
Park Stay in Kings Canyon Be captivated by 
the West MacDonnell Ranges Enjoy the Field 
of Light Star Pass experience

RED CENTRE

8 DAYS, $4,450pp*

7 nights’ accommodation 

Breakfast daily, 1 lunch and 4 dinners

14 TO 21 AUGUST 2018

Alice Springs  Ayers Rock
 Kings Canyon

19 DAYS, $4,580pp*

Step aboard the Sea Princess and prepare for a 
vacation that will dazzle your senses. From the 
four-story Atrium to tantalizing dining options, 
a Vegas-style casino and a variety of incredible 
entertainment choices, you’ll find a relaxing 
retreat while you discover the northern coastline 
of our precious Australia.

TOP END CRUISEFremantle to Sydney

17 nights’ onboard the Sea Princess 
& 1 nights’ accommodation at ParkRoyal, 
Darling Harbour

Breakfast Daily, 17 lunches and 17 dinners

11 TO 29 OCTOBER 2018

Based on INSIDE STATEROOM Category ID

HEAD OFFICE
110d Cambridge Street, West Leederville WA 6007
P: 08 9380 6656  |  E: office@kingstours.com.au 
www.kingstours.com.au

MARMION BRANCH
Northern Beaches Travel & Cruise
Shop 1B, Marmion Village, 19 Sheppard Way
Marmion WA 6020 | P: 08 9246 1222

MANDURAH BRANCH
Mandurah Central Shopping Centre
Shop 3, 8-10 Smart Street Mall
Mandurah WA 6210 | P: 08 9584 8982

Fu l ly 
 Escorted ECONOMY AIRFARES INCLUDING TAXES*

ALL SIGHTSEEING AND ENTRY FEES
HOME PICK-UP AND RETURN BY HUGHES*

KINGS TOURS MANAGER 

OUR TOUR PRICES INCLUDE: 

‘WE CARE ABOUT THE LITTLE THINGS THAT MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE’

City sights tour of Melbourne Lunch onboard 
the Colonial Tramcar Restaurant Reserved 
seating for you in the Grand Stand at Melbourne 
Cup Visit Coombe Yarra Valley Estate Lunch 
at Fergusson Winery and Restaurant Visit to 
the Warratina Lavender Farm

Breakfast daily, 2 lunches and 2 dinners

5 nights’ accommodation at the 
Pan Pacific, Melbourne

6 DAYS,$3,650pp*

Including the Melbourne Cup

7 DAYS, $2,250pp*

Based on INSIDE STATEROOM Category ID

FREMANTLE
TO MELBOURNE

All meals and entertainment onboard 
the cruise included

6 nights’ onboard the Queen Elizabeth

4 TO 10 FEBRUARY 2019

Onboard the Queen Elizabeth

Discover the grace of the youngest Queen at 
sea. Queen Elizabeth evokes the heyday of 
Hollywood glamour and elegance. Her wood 
panelling, gleaming chandeliers, marble flooring 
and beautiful decorative touches exude luxury.
Enjoy some of the best restaurants at sea and 
spacious suites and staterooms

CRUISE

Begin your journey in the imperial city of Delhi 
with its multitude of forts and grand Lutyen's 
architecture. Travel to Agra, the home of the Taj 
with a sunrise view of this amazing monument. 
Enjoy Jeep ride to the Amber Fort and stop for a 
selfie at the wind palace in the Pink City of Jaipur.  
Explore the small village and a guided tour of 
Exotic Marigold hotel then conclude your travel 
to the Lake City of Udaipur and enjoy a boat ride 
at the famous Pichola Lake.

INDIA

10 nights’ accommodation in 5 star hotels 

Breakfast daily, 1 lunch, 1 high tea 
and 9 Dinners

14 TO 26 FEBRUARY 2019

13 DAYS, $7,190pp*

Imperial Cities of Rajasthan  

19 DAYS, $7,990pp*

Based on INSIDE STATEROOM Category IC

Enjoy a City Sights Tour of Singapore Indulge in 
an International Buffet Dinner Enjoy a City Sights 
tour of Heritage Dubai Enjoy a City Sights tour of 
Modern Dubai Desert Safari with BBQ Dinner

Singapore to DUBAI

Breakfast daily, 13 lunches & 15 dinners

2-nights’ accommodation at Hotel Jen, 
Orchard Gateway, 2 nights’ accommodation 
at Four Points by Sheraton Downtown Dubai 
or Similar in Dubai, 14 nights’ onboard Queen 
Mary 2 from Singapore to Dubai

9 MARCH TO 28 MARCH 2019
Onboard Queen Mary 2

CRUISECRUISE

Experience the Cherry Blossoms of Japan 
Ride on the Bullet Train from Kyoto to Hiroshima 
Sightseeing tour of Tokyo and Kyoto Full day 

tour of Takayama Experience the Tea Ceremony, 
Imperial Plaza and Bonsai Museum See Mt. Fuji 
at 2,300m above see level Visit to the Old Sake 
Breweries Museum Visit Himeiji Castle, one of 
the most ancient and famous castles in Japan 

Cruise on Lake Ashi

JAPAN

12 nights’ deluxe accommodation

Breakfast Daily, 9 Lunches and 8 Dinners

28 MARCH TO 10 APRIL 2019

14 DAYS,$9,850pp*

Cherry Blossoms & Garden Tour of Japan

Visit Marina Bay Sands and enjoy a “Singapore 
Sling” at Smoke and Mirrors Travel to Sentosa 
Island by a scenic Cable Car Ride Enjoy breakfast 
up close with the Orang-Utans Enjoy free time 
in Singapore to relax or shop Enjoy a dinner in 
the sky on the Singapore Flyer Visit to Gardens 
by the Bay Visit Singapore’s biggest yuletide fair 
to see Christmas Wonderland Enjoy High-Tea 
at The Fullerton Hotel

Lunch onboard Colonial Tramcar Restaurant 
Dinner at Docklands restaurant Platter lunch 

and wine tasting at Cleveland Estate Christmas 
lunch at Cleveland Estate Visit Edgars Mission 
farm Visit Hanging Rock Discovery Centre Tour 
at Forest Glade Garden  Tour of Convent Gallery 

Enjoy a festive Christmas Luncheon followed 
by Carols Visit the home of Fletchers Mutiny 
Cyclorama Sound and Light Show Visit the 
Sunday Markets Experience Wonderland by 
Night Glass Bottom Boat Ride Dress-up as 
a Convict Breakfast bush walk Visit Colleen 
McCullough`s majestic home

Hungry for a dazzling at-sea experience that 
combines sleek swiftness, panoramic vistas 
and an array of our dining options? Look no 
further than Royal Caribbean’s, Radiance of 
the Seas®. Imagine thinking to yourself, I don’t 
want to be anywhere else but here. New friends, 
new experiences and new stories waiting to be 
discovered.

Christmas Lights & Sights 
SINGAPORE

Christmas in
VICTORIA

Christmas in
NORFOLK ISLAND

Christmas Cruise
SOUTH PACIFIC

Breakfast daily, 1 high tea and 3 dinners

Breakfast daily, 5 lunches and 6 dinners

Breakfast daily, 1 Lunch and 8 dinnersBreakfast daily, 12 lunches and 13 dinners 

7 nights’ at Hotel Jen Orchard Gateway

2 nights’ accommodation in Melbourne 
at Melbourne Marriott Hotel & 4 nights’ 
accommodation in the Macedon Ranges 
at Grange Cleveland Winery

2 nights accommodation at the ParkRoyal, 
Darling Harbour & 7 nights at the Paradise 
Hotel and Resort, Norfolk Island

2 nights’ accommodation in Sydney at 
the ParkRoyal Darling Harbour & 12 nights 
onboard the Radiance of the Seas

30 NOVEMBER TO 7 DECEMBER 2018 22 TO 28 DECEMBER 2018 22 TO 31 DECEMBER 201819 DECEMBER 2018 TO 2 JANUARY 2019

8 DAYS,$3,590pp* 7 DAYS,$4,090pp* 10 DAYS,$4,490pp*15 DAYS, $3,990pp*

Based on INSIDE STATEROOM Category 4V

CRUISE
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by Josephine Allison

THE TREE near the historic Bendigo Art Gal-
lery caught my eye, it was festooned with 
brightly coloured yarn bombs. I had to have 
my photo taken there and wondered about 
the origins of the yarn bombs, who was be-
hind it and who had placed them there.

Back in Perth, I did some investigation and 
discovered one of the talented women who 
create the yarn bombs throughout the year, 
working anonymously every Tuesday morn-
ing from a secret location in Bendigo. The 
Bendigo yarn bombers have a no-name, 
no-face policy. About eight women meet 
each week, as well as remote crocheters 
who cannot attend the group but are happy 
to create the yarn bombs and help with their 
installation.

The spokesperson said the women  rst 
started yarn bombing in Bendigo six years 
ago on International Yarn Bombing Day in 
June. Yarn bombing (or yarnbombing) is 
a type of graffi  ti or street art that employs 
colourful displays of knitted or crochet yarn 
or  bre rather than paint or chalk.  It is also 
called yarn storming, guerrilla knitting, kniffi  -
ti, urban knitting, or graffi  ti knitting.

“We  rst bombed the farmers market tree 
and the bollards down Pall Mall,” a spokes-
person said. “The project has evolved from 
there. Apart from trees and other objects we 
also have a yarn bombed tram No 302. This 
is yarn bombed ready for winter, then dis-
robed at the end of September. Everything 
is washed and stored away for the following 
year.

“This year will be the  fth year for tram 
302 and we have other annual projects 
such as the Santa tram, spring  owers and 
Valentine’s hearts for Valentine’s Day. The 
yarn-bombed tram is very popular and has 
been used in several photo shoots. The yarn 
bombs are featured on Instagram and Face-

book “yarn bombing in Bendigo”.
“Everyone at the tramways loves the yarn 

bombed 302 which is on the tracks from 
early June until late December, attracting 
tourists from around the world. The Santa 
tram runs all December until Christmas Eve.”

The spokesperson said the women 
bought yarn from op-shops and received 
many donations. 

“We also receive some funding for some 
projects. Our group usually decides on 
where the yarn bombs go but sometimes 
we are commissioned to do something for 
a function. For example, the tree outside 
Dudley House was done for the RAW Arts 
Awards which pro les the work of young 
artists, writers and performers in the Greater 
Bendigo area.”

The yarn bombers are happy to undertake 
projects because they love to spread colour 
and creativeness for others to enjoy and not 
for the accolades.

“For us, it’s the end product of many 
Tuesday morning get-togethers, creating, 
planning, laughing and drinking cuppas,” 
the spokesperson said. “Between projects, 
we make beanies for the homeless and crib 
blankets and beanies for premature babies.

“We are also going to be involved in 
‘crafting the Merch’ by making scarves for 
the Artlands conference, a big biennial arts 
conference to be held in Bendigo and Cas-
tlemaine 10-14 October which shines a na-
tional spotlight on Australia’s regional arts.”

Yarn bombing is just one aspect of a vi-
brant arts community in Bendigo. Bendigo 
Art Gallery is home to many historic and 
contemporary exhibitions. Its innovative di-
rector Karen Quinlan has been successful in 
bringing big crowds to the city for the Grace 
Kelly Style Icon exhibition in 2012, Marilyn 
Monroe in 2016 and The Costume Designer:  
Edith Head and Hollywood which ran till last 
January. Its current exhibition Marimekko 

Design Icon 1951-2018 runs till June. Ma-
rimekko is the Finnish textile and fashion 
company that achieved international fame in 
the 1960s and 70s with its bold screen prints 
and pop-art style graphics.

Exploring Bendigo’s main streets, one 
can’t help but wonder at the beautifully pre-
served historic buildings built during the gold 
rush. Fine public buildings such as the Ben-
digo Town Hall (1885), Bendigo Post Offi  ce 
(1887), the School of Mines (1887), the Capi-
tal Theatre (1889), Bendigo Art Gallery (1887) 
and the Law Courts (1896), transformed the 
city following the discovery of gold.

The proli c work of German architects 
gives Bendigo much of its architectural 
grandeur reminiscent of great European cit-
ies.

There is much to see and do when you visit 
the city. There are town hall tours (Wednes-
day and Sunday), a daily vintage talking tram 
and stories of the gold elds with self-guided 
podcasts. Discover Chinese history at the 
Golden Dragon Museum, believed to be 
home to one of the best collections in the 
world, established after thousands of Chi-
nese workers came to Bendigo during the 
gold rush of the 1850s. Visit Bendigo Pottery 
and see the work of six local artists in their 
studios who will discuss their work from ce-
ramics and glass to large-scale metal sculp-
tures.

The Greater Bendigo national park pro-
tects some of the highest quality box-iron-
bark forest in Victoria. Established tracks 
and rail trails weave through the parks, mak-
ing them ideal for people who enjoy bird 
watching, bushwalking and cycling.

Bendigo is a great place to visit away from 
the hustle and bustle of Melbourne and it 
takes only a little over two hours by car from 
the city; you can also travel by train or coach. 
Contact the Bendigo Visitor Centre on 1800 
813 153 or visit www.bendigotourism.com

Unravelling the story behind Bendigo’s colourful yarn bombs

Above; Josephine Allison next to a yarn bombed tree 
outside Bendigo Art Gallery 

Left; Bendigo Tramways © Elise Gow Photography

Visit www.haveagonews.com.au and join our online community

VISIT US ONLINE

Have a Go News provides mature Western Australians with 
quality lifestyle information to enable them to live a healthy and ful  lling life

KEEP UP TO DATE DAILY with your favourite newspaper

EXCLUSIVE content and competitions



Latest Holiday Brochures Out Now!
Call for your FREE copy now!

FreeCall 1800 066 272 for full itineraries or to make a booking. Itineraries are subject to change. Terms and conditions apply. 
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On to Adelaide

Christmas Does 
Come Twice a Year!

 Villa Has Your Flower 
Festival Sorted

The Legendary Ghan and  
Top End Delights

Travel to the Northern Territory to explore the Top End’s 
sights. You will share in the Territory’s ancient landscapes, enjoy 
a sunset dinner cruise on Darwin Harbour, cruise the waters of 
the famous Adelaide River to see the abundant wildlife and tour 
Darwin. Then aboard a legend in Australian history, The Ghan 
rail journey, enjoy the exciting four day journey from Darwin to 

Adelaide.  Prepare for an experience of unimaginable proportions 
as the legendary Ghan takes you deep into the heart of Australia.  
And when the train stops, the real adventures begin with amazing 

off train adventures that will leave you in awe.
The Ghan and Top End  

Featuring Darwin, Katherine, Alice Springs and Coober Pedy
8 Days  Sunday 16 to Sunday 23 September 2018 

Adult $6470 pptw  Single Option $310

Two Amazing Rail Journeys 
One Amazing Holiday

This epic adventure combines two of Australia’s great rail 
experiences with the City of Churches, Adelaide. Travel 
in Gold Class aboard the Ghan from Darwin to Adelaide 
then enjoy 5 nights in Adelaide which is situated on the 

Torrens River, surrounded by the beautiful Mt Lofty Ranges 
and centrally located to some of Australia’s most famous 
wine regions.  Following your great adventures in South 
Australia, step aboard the Indian Pacific for more Gold 
Class service as you cross the Nullarbor on the journey 

from Adelaide to Perth.
The Ghan and Indian Pacific Expedition  

Featuring the Delights of South Australia
12 Days  Tuesday 18 to Saturday 29 September 2018 

Price $8275 pptw  Single Option $205

Christmas in July in the South West
What better time to get out of the city and head down south for some Christmas in July fun!  Enjoy time in Busselton and Mandurah enjoying the 

sights. As a very special treat, you will board The Dwellingup Restaurant Train and delight in a five course Christmas in July dinner in the 1919 vintage 
dining car as the train meanders through the night forest. A truly memorable way to enjoy Christmas in July. You will love this mid-winter getaway!

5 Days  Tuesday 3 to Saturday 7 July 2018  Tuesday 17 to Saturday 21 July 2018  Cost $1360 pptw  Single Option $215

Kalbarri Christmas in July
Join villa for a little bit of ‘Kalbarri’ time!  You will have the opportunity to explore the spectacular sights for which this region is renowned whilst enjoying 
the comforts of the Kalbarri Edge Resort.  The northern Batavia Coast is home to rugged gorges, diverse flora, pristine beaches and the Kalbarri National 
Park.  Cruise on board the Kalbarri River Queen along the magnificent Murchison River and spend time in the rugged outback at Murchison River Station.

5 Days  Monday 9 to Friday 13 July 2018  Price $1555 pptw  Single Option $315

Exclusive Solo Traveller Departure  5 Days  Monday 23 to Friday 27 July 2018  Guaranteed Single Room $1870  Share a Room and Save $315

Christmas in July in Bridgetown
There is nothing better than heading south to the magnificent forests that surround Bridgetown in the winter months except when it’s Christmas 
in July!  Enjoy wonderful touring around this beautiful part of the south west and enjoy not one but two traditional Christmas experiences.  First 
Christmas dinner with all the trimmings and some great entertainment to top the night off and a wonderful Christmas lunch on your last day.

4 Days  Tuesday 24 to Friday 27 July 2018  Price $1275 pptw  Single Option $220

Toowoomba the Garden City Featuring the Carnival of Flowers
Enjoy a kaleidoscope of colour which will greet you at one of Australia’s longest running flower shows of its kind. You will also discover rural 

hamlets, local produce, mountain scenery and fascinating history.

Highlights  Toowoomba City Tour  Cobb and Co Museum  Spring Bluff Railway Journey  Black Forest Hill Cuckoo Clocks  DownsSteam Tourist Railway Dinner and Tour 
Toowoomba’s Famous Gardens and Parks  Harrow Gardens  Preston Peak Wines  Highfields Historic Village  Historic Jondaryan Woolshed and Station

7 Days  Tuesday 18 to Monday 24 September 2018  Price $3595 pptw  Single Option $450

Floriade Festival and Glorious NSW Gardens
Travel some of New South Wales and Australia’s Capital Territory’s most picturesque regions and delight in the spectacle of the Floriade Festival.  

Highlights  Entry to the Floriade Festival  Canberra City Sightseeing Tour  Southern Highlands and Blue Mountains 
Tulip Farm, Corbett Gardens, Greenbrier Park Garden  Berrima and Bowral  The International Cricket Hall of Fame  Norman Lindsay Gallery 

Blue Mountains Scenic Railway, Cableway and Skyway  Mount Tomah Botanical Gardens
9 Days  Thursday 4 to Friday 12 October 2018  Price $4265 pptw  Single Option $915

Just for Singles Yarra Valley Delights Featuring the Tesselaar Tulip Festival
 Highlights  Tesselaar Tulip Festival  Puffing Billy Steam Train Ride  Bavarian Entertainment and Dining  Skyhigh Mount Dandenong  Dame Nellie Melba Estate 
Tractor Orchard Tour  Garden Tours – Coombe Estate and Big Bouquet  Mont De Lancey Homestead Tour  Who Dunnit Mystery Night  Yarra Valley Produce

6 Days  Monday 24 to Saturday 29 September 2018  Guaranteed Single Room $3690  Share a Room and Save $370

Explore the Finders Ranges
Join villa on a journey into the spectacular Flinders Ranges and South 

Australia’s awesome outback. In the heart of the Flinders Ranges enjoy 
three nights at Wilpena Pound Resort. Experience the peace and 

tranquillity and darkness of this remote location in the evenings, join 
guided walks and experiences amidst the rugged landscapes, take a 

station run tour and visit the outback towns of Hawker, Blinman, Quorn 
and Parachilna. Further north two nights at the highly awarded Arkaroola 

Wilderness Sanctuary and one night’s stay at the famous Prairie Hotel 
will complete one of Australia’s greatest outback experiences.

Flinders Ranges and the Outback
9 Days  Friday 24 August to Saturday 1 September 2018

FreeCall 1800 066 272 for full itinerary and prices

Journey Through Western Australia’s  
Magnificent Outback

Trace the original 1924 route of the mail run from Meekatharra 
to Carnarvon, celebrating the entrepreneurial spirit of Sir Charles 

Kingsford Smith. This unforgettable adventure features the 
Mount Augustus National Park, and offers awe inspiring views 

of the world’s largest rock. Through pastoral regions and mining 
areas to the original mail stops of Cobra Station and Gascoyne 

Junction, and the fruit bowl of Carnarvon.
Discovery Mount Augustus

8 Days  Friday 17 to Friday 24 August 2018
Price $3160 pptw  Single Option $535

Visit the Amazing Wooleen Station
Join villa on this amazing holiday of outback wonder and 

discovery. Head north from Perth and into the Midwest region 
of WA to experience life on a rural station. Wooleen Station 

is over a quarter of a million acres and filled with wildlife, 
wildflowers and wetlands. Here you will meet the people who 
live and work in the outback station and experience the thrill 

of the amazing WA outback.
Discovery Wooleen Station

6 Days  Saturday 8 to Thursday 13 September 2018
Price $2450 pptw  Single Option $240

Villa Carlotta Travel is well known for its amazing event 
holidays and 2018 is shaping up to be one of the best 
yet. If you are a keen gardener or just love to wander 

through amazing flower exhibits, then these great flower 
festival holidays are just what you are looking for.

 1800 066 272   travel@villa.com.au   villa.com.au   villa holiday your way

All Villa Carlotta Travel holidays are fully escorted, depart from Perth and include courtesy home collection (Perth and Mandurah metro only)*, airfares, taxes, insurance*, gratuities* and most meals.s.



34        HAVE-A-GO NEWS No. 314 MAY 2018

WA’s GREAT Outdoors
CARAVANNING • CAMPING • ACCOMMODATION travellinglet’s go llilli’ll ’

NORTH WEST

into the never never
GIBB RIVER ROAD, KIMBERLEY

CALL  1300 134 044  EMAIL  travel@voyages.com.au   VISIT  hvstation.com.au

* Conditions apply, offer is subject to availability. Lead-in price per person based on 2 adults staying in the Guesthouse Room using existing bedding for travel 1-31 May and 1 Sep-31 Oct ’18. High season rate of $250pp twin share 
applies for travel 1 Jun-31 Aug ’18. Minimum 2 night stay applies. All prices quoted are in Australian dollars, inclusive of GST. Voyages general terms and conditions apply, visit voyages.com.au/terms. Photo credit: Carlisle Rogers

Engulfed by a landscape 
of breathtaking contrast, 
Home Valley Station is located 
on the iconic Gibb River Road, 
at the foot of the majestic 
Cockburn Range. A truly 
unique and intimate 

Kimberley wilderness experience with a warm 
and decidedly Australian style of hospitality.

Reignite your spirit of adventure. Reel in that elusive 
Barramundi from the banks of the Pentecost River, 
swim in natural sapphire pools dwarfed by ancient 
red gorges or explore Australia’s last 
frontier from the air or by foot.

Includes
+  2 nights accommodation 

in a Guesthouse Room

+  Daily buffet breakfast

+  Access to walking trails

+  Entertainment at Dusty Bar & Grill

$210*OUTBACK PACKAGE

    2 nights per person tw
in
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HAGN#314-049190

by Lee Tate

SOME come for a taste 
of the real outback, some 
come for the novelty 
value and many tens of 
thousands have come for 
its riches – gold.

Marble Bar, 1476km 
north of Perth, is well 
off  the beaten track and 
takes a considerable mo-
toring diversion – unless 
you are headed from Port 
Hedland or Broome to 
Karajini National Park.

But it’s a detour well 
worth the time.

In the Marble Bar 
caravan park a new 
arrival, Stan, a bulky 
Queenslander, is huffi  ng 
and puffi  ng in the heat as 
he unloads his 4WD.

“I can’t stand the heat 
so a mate of mine reck-
oned I should experience 
the hottest place in Aus-
tralia and that’s why I’ve 

come,” he laughs.
But he’s serious. Like a 

growing number of tour-
ists, he’s lured by the 
sweltering heat – to say 
that he’s done it.

And East Pilbara – the 
world’s largest shire – is 
happy to oblige.

The council brochure 
blurb spells it out: “Min-
ing, isolation and most 
importantly, heat, come 
to mind as it is known as 
the hottest town in Aus-
tralia, a fact recorded in 
the Guinness Book of Re-
cords.

“For 161 consecutive 
days leading up to 20 
April, 1924 the tempera-
ture never dropped below 
37.8C and this record 
stands today.”

For other novelty value, 
Marble Bar is home to a 
jerky competition, a pop-
ular billy cart derby and 
an annual race meeting. 

Tourist season, June-
September, is positively 
brimming with activities 
for tiny, isolated Marble 
Bar. 

During the races, ev-
ery space, hill and clump 
of earth is taken up by 
campers, including an 
area at the racecourse 
provided by the council.

Driving into the region 
is breathtaking: towering 
hills of iron, wide gorges, 
red earth and endless 
clumps of spiny spinifex.

The rocky earth is also 
a formidable challenge for 
the thousands who come 
every year for the yellow 
metal. Gold is still found, 
mostly in river beds in tiny 
quantities, but enough to 
provide an income for the 
persistent and hardy, I am 
told.

For those without the 
necessary prospector’s li-
cence, a site called 4-mile 

is set aside where gold 
fragments can be picked-
up freely.

They’ve been digging 
up gold since the 1880s 
and especially after a ma-
jor  nd by Francis Jenkins 
in 1891.

It sounds romantic in 
this sensational country 
but the heat, rocky land-
scape and ankle-high spi-
nifex won’t suit everyone.

They might prefer a 
coldie. There’s a modest 
hotel in town clad in iron. 
It’s called the Ironclad Ho-
tel. But watch out for  y-
ing beer bottle caps. With 
a  ick of the wrist the bar-
maid will send bottle caps 
 ying along the bar – until 
they crash into a powerful 
magnet on the wall. 

Explorers in the 1800s 
ventured on a massive, 
towering rock bar across 
a river bed and mistook it 
for marble, giving rise to 

The hottest place in Australia is a detour well worth the time…

the town’s name.
But the multi-coloured 

rock was jasper which 
can be highly polished as 
gems or for an attention-
grabbing display. Brilliant, 
polished pieces of jasper 
have been put to use by 
the shire as monuments 
to its war veterans and 
war dead.    

A $10,000  ne is im-
posed for taking jasper 
stone except at an allo-
cated area where tourists 
are welcome to fossick.

Coming into town 
from Port Hedland, a free 
camp site is provided 
for 24-hour resting. Des 
Streckfuss camp is an 
Aussie outback riverside 
oasis: river-gums, paper-
barks, birdlife and proba-
bly a few free-range cows 
coming down for a drink.

In World War II, up to 
2,000 Air Force personnel 
hid in the scrub, 35kms 
from Marble Bar. It was 
a secret air base, cam-
ou aged with netting, for 
long-range planes that 
left on bombing missions 
and escaped back to their 
Pilbara hide-out. The Jap-
anese searched for but 
never discovered it.

Air strips and air base 
foundations remain in the 
scrub.

But to beat the heat, 
head to Coongan Riv-
er for a freshwater dip 
among jasper outcrops, 
just 5kms from town, 
where, amazingly, there 
are grass patches under 
the shade of paperbarks.

Locals reckon you get a 
warm welcome in the hot-
test town.

Footnote: The shire’s 
ranking has fallen to 
world’s third-largest mu-
nicipality in area. But with 
just three towns spread 
over 380,000sq kms, 
that’s still pretty awe-
some.

Left to right; Lee Tate staying cool in the hottest place - free camp at Dec Streckfuss - Rock and gold diggers delight

HAGN#314-049865

Have a Go!
Skip winter and 
join us In the sun!

1800 450 993 
stay@hotelkununurra.com.au

hotelkununurra.com.au

HAGN#314-049948

A

*SPORTING PACKAGE $150 per couple
Stay 3 nights (Mon-Thu) on a grass powered 
caravan site. Package includes 9 holes golf; 

bowls; $50 meal voucher and sausage sizzle.
*Conditions apply. This o  er is valid for two adults between 1/04/18 - 31/07/18 

and is subject to availability. Extra charges may apply for more people.

We cordially invite you to pack up 
and head to Ledge Point to enjoy 
the scenic golf course, BRAND 
NEW bowling green and 
good vibes at the country club.
Get together for a game of golf, 
lawn bowls, darts or just for a 
quiet mid-week get away!

The Ledge Point Holiday Park also provides a range 
of accommodation including cabins, chalets, studio 
rooms and powered/unpowered camping sites.

PH: 9655 2870 or 1300 856 088 (freecall)
Email reservations@lphp.com.au

HAGN#314-049939
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Rest Relax Eat Explore

Quality Inn Railway Motel - Kalgoorlie
Opposite the train station - 5min walk to Hannan Street

SENIORS DISCOUNT $135 per night

Freecall 1800 055 249 | www.railwaymotel.com.au

HAGN#314-048792

Includes full buffet breakfast plus bottle of house wine with every dinner booked®

HAGN#314-049269

BOOKINGS
9937 1061
www.kalbarribeachresort.com.au

at KALBARRI BEACH RESORT

 Redeem your TransWA Pensioner Annual Free Trip Voucher for Regional Public Transport
Your TransWA driver stays at this resort with you!

WINTER SPECIAL

$99
*per night
2 bedroom apartment 

Sleeps up to 5 people

*Minimum 3 night stay. Offer valid 30/06/18
Conditions apply. Not valid during WA School Holidays. 
Not available on long weekends.

PAY 2 STAY 3 NIGHTS*

• Kalbarri Motor Hotel offers budget style 
  accommodation with ocean views
• Located in the main part of town  • Close to shops
• Short walk to river and beaches
• Restaurant premises - mouth watering menu, 
   Asian cuisine and gourmet pizza       *Excludes school holidays 

Ph: 9937 1000
Email: kalbarrihotel@wn.com.au

HAGN#314-049836

ENJOY MAGNIFICENT SUNSETS

H
AG

N
#314-049929

GERALDTON, on Australia’s 
Coral Coast, will host some 
of Australia’s best storytelling 
talent when the 13th Big Sky 
Readers and Writers Festival 
returns from 25 to 27 May.

Guest author Shokoofeh 
Azar has just been named 
in the shortlist for Australia’s 
coveted Stella literary award. 
An Iranian refugee, her  rst 

novel The Enlightenment of 
the Greengage Tree was one 
of only six selected for the 
prize.

Joining Shokoofeh in Ger-
aldton will be beloved Aus-
tralian cartoonist, painter, 
writer, philosopher and poet 
Michael Leunig. Michael will 
be presenting the free festival 
plenary conversation, sharing 

how he sees the world a little 
diff erently following a near-
fatal farming accident.

The impressive line-up 
continues with popular best-
selling children’s author and 
illustrator Alison Lester; pro-
vocative novelist and multi-
award winner Charlotte Wood; 
actor, storyteller and theatre 
maker Allan Girod; histo-

rian and writer Gideon Haigh, 
Yamaji visual artist and poet 
Charmaine Papertalk Green, 
contemporary romance writer 
Rachael Johns; acclaimed 
poet, novelist and critic John 
Kinsella; children and young 
adult writer Julia Lawrinson; 
lawyer turned crime writer 
Jock Serong; and Singapor-
ean author Nuraliah Norasid 
who has won her country’s 
richest literary prize.

City of Greater Geraldton 
Mayor Shane Van Styn said 
this year’s festival, themed 
Windswept Words, provided 
a rich mix of entertainment 
and enlightening discussion.

“This is possibly one of the 
festival’s most diverse pro-
grams yet, including vibrant 
and engaging performances, 
immersive storytelling and 
writing workshops, music 
and comedy,” he said.

“We also welcome great 
new venues into the mix this 
year to further showcase Ger-
aldton’s vibrant arts scene.

“I encourage people to 
start planning their Festival 
weekend as I think several 
events are likely to book out.”

Mayor Van Styn said that 
although this year’s guests 
come from a diverse range 
of backgrounds and talents, 
they have one thing in com-
mon – looking forward to 
mixing and mingling with 
festival attendees and other 
guests.

“That’s what I think region-
al festivals do best – allowing 
the special guests to mingle 
with their fans and engage 
in vibrant discussions, work-
shops and panels – it’s a lot 
more interactive, which cre-
ates a really rewarding expe-
rience for all,” he added.

Additional festival high-
lights include:
• Absolutely Flawless - a 
Clown’s Odyssey - laugh till 
you cry hearing the story of 
an extreme introvert who 
overcame awkwardness 
to become a performer in 

Cirque de Soleil, performed 
by actor, comedian, story-
teller and clown Allan Girod.
• On the Top rooftop literary 
event - serving up tapas, 
drinks, live music and enter-
taining readings from three 
award winning writers under 
the stars.
• Literary High Tea on the Ter-
race at Café Fleur in stunning 
heritage surrounds while en-
joying tasty nibbles and read-
ings from three of our writers.

For festival info visit li-
brary.cgg.wa.gov.au/big-
sky2018.aspx; email library@
cgg.wa.gov.au or phone                  
9956 6659, or like Geraldton 
Regional Library on Face-
book. Most events are free to 
attend.

Ticketed events start at $35 
and are available from www.
eventbrite.com.au.

For accommodation in-
formation contact Geraldton 
Visitor Centre on 1800 VISIT 
GERO or info@visitgeraldton.
com.au.

Geraldton to host Big Sky Readers and Writers Festival this month

 Children’s author and illustrator Alison Lester - Australian cartoonist, painter, writer, philosopher 
and poet Michael Leunig will be among the festival guests

KALBARRI EDGE RESORT

Edge Seniors Deals!
Luxury accommodation
*$76.50 per person per night...
That is less than half price!

Includes FREE restaurant breakfast daily
FREE courtesy coach pick up
FREE upgrade to spa suite. Min 2 persons  
And FREE bottle of WA wine on arrival
*conditions apply

BOOK NOW
www.kalbarriedge.com.au
info@kalbarriedge.com.au

1800 286 155

HAGN#314-049239

Luxury new resort next to town centre

Find us on social media
www.haveagonews.com.au
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Mozzie alert

WEST Australian eco-
tourism destination 
Ocean Park Aquarium in 
Shark Bay has just un-

veiled its newest tourist 
attraction – a 600,000 li-
tre above-ground aquar-
ium with dual viewing 

levels.
Ocean Park co-owner 

and marine biologist Ed 
Fenny, said stage one of 

the aquarium, which is 
home to stingrays, reef 
sharks and local  sh 
species, has opened to 
visitors.

“This massive red 
aquarium that locals af-
fectionately call ‘big red’ 
has actually been more 
than a decade in-the-
making,” he explained.

“The vision was to cre-
ate a two-level aquar-
ium so marine life can 
be viewed both from 
ground level and three 
metres above ground, 
giving visitors a unique 
opportunity to watch and 
learn about these amaz-
ing creatures.

“We’re really excited 
this expansion has  nally 
come to fruition because 
it builds on our unique 

aquarium experience.”
The second level of 

the new attraction also 
allows guests to take in 
the pristine views of the 
World Heritage listed 
Shark Bay Marine Park.

“We tend to shatter 
the mould of your nor-
mal aquarium where 
usually tanks are under-
ground, sunlight is mi-
nimised and the animals 
are behind glass and 
mostly can’t be heard 
or engaged with, but at 
Ocean Park it’s all open 
to the air, much of it is 
in full sunlight, and we 
interact with the animals 
through surface feed-
ing,” he said.

Mr Fenny’s dad, Rick, 
co-owns Ocean Park 
and was movie canine 

Red Dog’s real life vet. 
He features in the Seven 
Network’s TV special 
Desert Vet.

“We like to do it a bit 
diff erently yet keep the 
emphasis on marvelling 
at the wonder of WA’s 
marine life and educat-
ing people in a fun and 
engaging way, as well as 
sharing our conservation 
philosophy,” he said

Around 60 per cent 
of visitors to Shark Bay 
– up to 3,000 people a 
week during the high 
tourist season – head 
to the award-winning 
Ocean Park, which also 
helps keep Perth-based 
AQWA stocked with ma-
rine life.

The Park’s guided 
tours are run by marine 

biologists and showcase 
hourly shark feeding 
in its open water shark 
lagoon, which can be 
safely viewed from the 
observation deck, as well 
as rescued sea turtles, 
which can number up to 
30 at a time, venomous 
sea snakes, stone sh, 
clown sh and more. 

Ocean Park, which is 
also home to Oceans 
Restaurant, Shark Bay 
Dive and Marine Safa-
ris, and Shark Bay 4WD 
Tours, is open seven 
days a week, 363 days 
a year. It is situated at 1, 
Ocean Park Road, Shark 
Bay. 

Phone 9948 1765 or 
visit www.oceanpark.
com.au for further de-
tails.

New aquarium tourist attraction now open in Shark Bay 

Left to right; Shark lagoon - Ocean Park’s marine biologist, 
Ed Fenny with his dad Rick

THE KIMBERLEY is fa-
mous for its boab trees, 
rugged mountain ranges, 
and long winding riv-
ers. To many though, it 
seems a beautiful yet un-
reachable Australian des-
tination. The combination 
of distance, cost, and 
rugged landscapes can 

make it a little bit daunt-
ing, especially if you are 
on a budget or travelling 
on your own. 

Aussie Redback Tours 
have put together a very 
aff ordable tour that takes 
you to the places you see 
in the brochures, not only 
to see its famous boabs, 

but also visiting the stun-
ning Lake Argyle (heli-
copter  ight over the lake 
included in your fare), 
famous El Questro Sta-
tion, magni cent Emma 
Gorge, Tunnel Creek and 
Windjana Gorge, and the 
picturesque Cockburn 
Ranges. 

DEPARTMENT of Health is reminding residents 
and travellers in the north of Western Australia to 
take precautions to avoid mosquito bites.

The warning follows evidence of ongoing ac-
tivity of Murray Valley encephalitis (MVE) virus in 
the Kimberley region, and the  rst evidence of it 
in the Pilbara region for 2018.

Medical entomologist, Dr Andrew Jardine, said 
activity of MVE virus has continued in the Kim-
berley since the  rst detections this season in 
February. However, the virus has now been de-
tected in the Pilbara region as well.

“While no human cases of MVE have been re-
ported in WA since 2011, evidence of the virus 
has been detected in sentinel chicken  ocks, 
which are used as an early warning system for 
virus activity,” Dr Jardine said.

“MVE virus is only carried by mosquitoes, and 
while the risk of being infected and becoming un-
well is low, the illness can be severe.

“Although recent mosquito monitoring by 
the Department found that mosquito numbers 
in some parts of the Kimberley and Pilbara are 
dropping with the onset of the northern dry sea-
son, the sentinel chicken results mean that it is 
still important that people continue to protect 
themselves from mosquito bites for the next sev-
eral weeks,” he said.

Initial symptoms of MVE include fever, drowsi-
ness, headache, stiff  neck, nausea and dizzi-
ness. People experiencing these symptoms 
should seek medical advice quickly. In severe 
cases, people may experience  ts, lapse into 
a coma, and may die or be left with permanent 
brain damage. 

In young children, fever might be the only 
early sign, so parents should see their doctor if 
concerned, particularly if their child experiences 
drowsiness,  oppiness, irritability, poor feeding, 
or general distress. 

There are no speci c cures or vaccines for 
MVE so it is important that people take care to 
prevent being bitten by mosquitoes.

“People do not need to alter their plans to visit 
the Kimberley or Pilbara regions, but it is impor-
tant they take some simple steps to avoid mos-
quito bites when camping,  shing or undertaking 
any other activity outdoors,” Dr Jardine said.

Simple steps to avoid mosquito bites are: 
avoid outdoor exposure around dawn and ear-
ly evening, wear protective (long, loose- tting, 
light-coloured) clothing when outdoors, apply a 
personal repellent containing diethyl toluamide 
(DEET) or picaridin to exposed skin or clothing. 
The most eff ective and long-lasting formulations 
are lotions or gels. Natural or organic repellents 
are generally not as eff ective as DEET or picari-
din or need to be reapplied more frequently. 

Use mosquito coils and mosquito lanterns and 
apply barrier sprays containing bifenthrin in patio 
and outdoor areas around houses, ensure insect 
screens are installed and in good condition and 
use mosquito nets and mosquito-proof tents 
when camping. 

Ensure infants and children are adequately 
protected against mosquito bites, preferably with 
suitable clothing, bed nets or other forms of in-
sect screening.

Dreaming of boab trees and the magical Kimberley

Their Kimberley 
Dreaming tour also in-
cludes a cruise on the 
enormous Ord River 
where you will learn all 
about its fascinating his-
tory, size, and irrigation 
system. Aussie Redback 
Tours will also take you 
to the historical Durack 
Homestead, the unique 
Zebra Rock Gallery, and 
Australia’s own China 
Wall.

For those who wish, 
and at their own ex-
pense, guests can take 
an optional  ight over the 
beautiful Bungle Bungles.

Their nine-day tour 
departs 28 June. It is 
fully accommodated (no 
camping) and includes 
 ights from Perth to Ku-
nunurra, and Broome to 
Perth, daily breakfasts, 
most dinners and some 
lunches, a professional 
escort team, and a com-
fortable vehicle to travel 
in. Price starts at $3,640 
per person, twin share.

Contact Aussie Red-
back Tours on 1300 662 
026 or aussieredback 
tours@yahoo.com.au to 
obtain a full itinerary and 
to reserve a seat.

Presented by Phil Paddon and Terry Bennetts Music
 Proudly sponsored by 

Seniors Recreational Council & Have a Go News.

SATURDAY 9 JUNE
12.30PM-5PM

Fabulous artist includes...
Brian Letton...One of Australia’s most popular 

and awarded country singers.
Sarah Broome...Popular WA country singer

Moira J Scott...Patsy Cline Tribute show
Terry Bennetts...Multi award winning 
bush balladeer and instrumentalist.

Also appearing - Kevin Bennett, Mark Donohoe, 
Tim Count, Peg Vickers & Ken Lindley ‘Blast from the past’.

A great afternoon of EXCELLENT entertainment
 Refreshments at interval

Tickets: $30 per person  Door sales available
Morley Sport & Recreation Centre 

cnr Wellington Rd & Mangini St, Morley ample parking 
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL - BOOK EARLY

phone Seniors Recreation on 9492 9771 or 
Have a Go News on 9227 8283

MUSIC 
EXTRAVAGANZA 

CONCERT

Brian Letton Terry BennettsMoira J Scott Sarah Broome

WONGAN HILLS VISITOR CENTRE 
PH: 9671 1973 Email: wongantourism@westnet.com.au

VISIT THE WONGAN HILLS 
VISITOR CENTRE 

Open: 9am-5pm, Sat & Sun 10-2pm
The Station, Wongan Rd, Wongan Hills 

Wongan Hills just two hours from Perth, 
call into the Visitor Centre for up to date 

information on the best places to  nd our 
many wild  owers, enjoy our many 
beautiful walk trails and reserves. 

‘A Wild  ower Adventure’ well worth a visit.
Reynoldson Reserve Festival

26, 27, 28 October 2018
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Servicing • Repairs • Spare parts
Insurance work • Accessories

Solar Systems • Alterations • Awnings
We also manufacture composite panels

For all your Caravan, Motor home, or Camper
trailer needs. Secure indoor accommodation

if your van needs to spend the night.
PHONE 9206 4933

Unit 13/21 Warman St, Neerabup WA 6031
admin@joondalupcaravanrepairs.com.au

Joondalup Caravan Repairs

HAGN#314-049905

RELAX...REVIVE...REFRESH
Stay in one of our cosy fully self-contained colonial 
mudbrick cottages, surrounded by karri forest and 

natural bushland. Only 5kms from Pemberton.
O  er excludes weekends, school and public holidays

Valid stays until 30/11/18

TEL: 9776 1638
Email: info@treenbrook.com.au
Web: www.treenbrook.com.au

WINTER SPECIAL 25% OFF
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Vintage & classic cars, festival,
entertainment, car displays and more...

2-3 June 
Western Australia Day long weekend 

The CBD of Albany will again come alive with vintage 
and classic cars competing on a temporary street 
circuit. Something for the whole family with car        

displays, markets, entertainment and competitions.

For info visit www.albanyclassic.com
email vicki@albanyclassic.com

HAGN#314-049985

Best Western Hospitality Inn Esperance
44-46 The Esplanade, Esperance
9071 1999 
esperance@hospitalityinns.com.au
www.hospitalityinnesperance.com.au

Best Western Esperance

• FREE continental breakfast daily
• FREE wireless broadband internet, FOXTEL
• FREE tea, coffee and biscuits in your motel room
• FREE welcome drink when dining at the Seasons Restaurant
• CENTRAL town location opposite the bay
• POOL, restaurant, cocktail bar, BBQ & guest laundry

Each Best Western branded hotel is independently owned and operated. © 2014 Best Western International, Inc. All rights reserved.

*Subject to availability - bookings essential - some block out dates apply

*ONLY $125 
PER NIGHT 

FOR 2!

HAGN#314-048978

by Karen Majer 

FOR a few months each 
year, one of the South-
ern Hemisphere’s largest 
seasonal populations of 
orcas (killer whales) con-
gregates off  our south 
coast. A sighting of these 
beautiful creatures – not 

whales but the world’s 
largest dolphin – has long 
been on my ‘bucket list’. 
The elegant, black and 
white mammals are high-
ly intelligent, with knowl-
edge passed from the 
elders to the young. They 
coordinate their hunting 
and use vocalisations that 

are unique to pods and 
family groups. 

In March, Boyd and I 
made the dream come 
true. We headed out on 
the whale watching ves-
sel for a day on the ocean.

About 70km off  the 
coast from Bremer Bay, 
east of Albany, the Conti-

nental Shelf drops off  into 
a deep underwater can-
yon, the Bremer Canyon. 
The Canyon is home to 
one of the most astonish-
ing aggregations of ma-
rine wildlife on earth and 
is one of the only places 
where marine biologists 
can study large pods of 
orcas at the same time 
each year. Scientists 
think that the reason lies 
in warm currents  ow-
ing over the chasm, cre-
ating an eddy of warm 
water which brings cold, 
nutrient-rich water on the 
seabed, 4.5km below, 
to the surface. The nutri-
ents and sunshine feed a 
food chain that goes from 
algae and tiny krill to  sh 
and the apex predator, 
the orca.

Braving a roller-coast-

er four-metre swell, we 
headed off  to sea and 
soon were rewarded 
with our  rst sighting, a 
yellow-nosed albatross. 
During the day we added 
black-browed, wandering 
and shy albatross to the 
list, marvelling at these 
long-lived birds that are 
highly threatened by in-
dustrial  shing. The wan-
dering albatross has the 
largest wing span of any 
bird, reaching 3.5 metres. 
Wedge-tailed shearwa-
ter and delicate Wilson’s 
storm petrel accompa-
nied us throughout. The 
marine biologist on board 
kept a sharp eye out for 
congregations of sea-
birds which can mean 
whales in the vicinity. 

The  rst sighting was 
a sperm whale, made fa-

Orcas in the ocean wilderness - in this your next adventure? 

Left to right; Discover 
orcas on our south coast 
© Naturaliste Charters - 

Karen Majer

mous by Moby Dick. The 
largest toothed predator 
to ever have lived, these 
enormous, large-brained 
creatures can dive to 
depths of 1000 metres on 
a single breath in search 
of their favourite food, gi-
ant squid.

At last we found what 
we were searching for. 
The crew know many of 
the individual orcas by 
sight, and announced 

that this was Split Tip 
(named for a recogni-
sable dorsal  n) and her 
pod. We watched them 
surfacing about 50 me-
tres from the boat and 
then a surprise – they 
appeared closer and pro-
ceeded to swim beneath 
the bow, turning to reveal 
white undersides! The 
thrill of seeing orcas in 
the ocean wilderness will 
stay with me always.

by Mike Roennfeldt

AS I write this, Perth is 
living up to its autumnal 
best, with balmy days 
and light winds. Two 
mornings ago, just after 
my swim, I spotted my 
 rst salmon school for 
the year and it was an 
amazing sight.

The surface of the 
water, just 50cm deep 
over the reef, right up in 
the corner of the beach, 
was covered with a 
mass of small explo-
sions and I wasn’t sure 
what was going on. I’ve 
seen plenty of predators 
hitting bait schools but 
this was diff erent but fa-
miliar at the same time.

It hit me later. The 
scene was exactly the 
same as when those 
salmon were chasing 
bait right up into the 
shallows in the river in 
front of the Left Bank 
restaurant a couple of 
years ago. The TV news 
footage was amazing 
and I was kicking myself 
for not being there when 
it was happening. 

Determined not to 
miss out again, I head-
ed home, picked up a 
spin rod loaded with 
a Roosta popper and 
returned to the beach. 
Around 15 minutes of 
fruitless casting later, I 
had to accept that they 
had moved on. My luck 
with salmon has been 
a bit thin on the ground 
over the past few years. 
We just don’t seem to 
be at the same place 
at the same time often 
enough.

I’m about to head 
off  on a  shing trip in a 
few days’ time, so it’s a 
pretty good bet those 
salmon schools will be 
calling in to my local 
beach on a regular ba-
sis while I’m away.

Salmon have come to 
 ll a special niche in the 
lives of anglers in Perth 
and the south west. 
They are the quintes-
sential poor man’s 
game  sh. Accessible 
to the point where 
you don’t even need 
a boat to catch them, 
these robust  sh give 
a magni cent account 
of themselves when 
hooked, running hard 
and making spectacu-

lar gill-rattling jumps. 
There aren’t many bet-
ter sights in  shing than 
seeing a big salmon ex-
plode from the water on 
the end of your line.

I release almost all 
that I catch, occasion-
ally keeping one for the 
cat, but I see plenty of 
people keeping them, 
especially down south. 
I assume they  nd them 
palatable but I’ve never 
enjoyed the taste of 
salmon, even though 
I’ve tried it a number of 
times. At least half the 
people I’ve spoken to 
on the subject have a 
similar opinion.

The challenge for one 

The right time and the right place for the salmon school

We need to  nd a way to make salmon taste great

of those creative chefs 
that seem to abound 
in our south west, is 
to  nd a way to make 
these great  sh taste 
really good. There’s an 
awful lot of  esh on 

a salmon and at the 
prices we pay for lo-
cal seafood here in the 
West, surely we can 
make better use of this 
occasionally abundant 
resource.

Have a Go News is now available from
Anytime Fitness Falcon
Unit 2 3/633 Old Coast Road
Falcon
Phone 9534 4495

ad

219 Midland Road, Hazelmere
Phone: 08 9250 2398

www.banksiatourist.com.au

Stay for 3 days in one of our newly 
renovated Chalets and only pay 
$349.00! Thats a saving of $56.00!

CRAZY CHALET SPECIAL!!

*Terms and Conditions Apply. Subject to 
Availability. Only in Chalet C-H. Cannot be used in conjunction with 

any other discount.

Quote GOCHALET when booking 
online or over the phone!

Call us on 08 9250 2398 or book 
online at www.banksiatourist.com.au

HAGN#314-049973

Complementing the rich visual history of the Northern                                                                            
Gold  elds, the Great Beyond Explorers’ Hall of Fame                                                                                            
utilises cutting edge technology to bring to life the characters and                                                                                                      
stories of the past. Step back in time with several notable explorers who 
led challenging expeditions through central Australia during the mid to 
late 19th Century as they recount their stories of hardship and bravery. 
Discover what it was like for women and pioneers living and working 
on the Gold  elds during the pioneer days and learn about the valuable 
industries that sustain our inland.

THE GREAT BEYOND 
VISITOR CENTRE

Explorers’ Hall of Fame

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 4.30pm 
and Sat - Sun 9am - 1pm
The Great Beyond Visitor Centre
Augusta St, Laverton WA
Tel: 9031 1361
Email: greatbeyond@westnet.com.au
www.visit-laverton.com.au

Home of the Explorers Hall of Fame.
The Visitor Centre also houses a cafe and gift shop.
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Join us online and participate in our READER SURVEY...
All survey participants will be eligible for BIG PRIZES! 

www.haveagonews.com.au

Rooms 

from $125/ 

couple + free 

$25 voucher

ENJOY A WINTER BREAK.. 
WITH A HERITAGE SPECIAL
Travel to Bunbury using your TRANSWA 
travel voucher and stay at the 
heritage-listed Rose Hotel. 
Book through the Bunbury Visitor 
Centre on 9792 7205 or email 
welcome@bunbury.wa.gov.au

HAGN#314-049884

Esperance Island View Apartments 
offers self-contained accomm with an 
idyllic beachfront location. Guests enjoy 
free WiFi and on-site parking. 
Apartments include heating, BBQ, fully 
equipped kitchen, oven, microwave, 
private bathroom with hairdryer and 
complimentary toiletries. 

PH: 9072 0044  14-15 The Esplanade, Esperance
Email: admin@esperanceapartments.com.au

For further info visit www.esperanceapartments.com.au

HAGN#314-049772

Jacaranda Guest House

Centrally located in the town of Busselton, Jacaranda 
Guest House was the  rst guest house there in 1961. 

Nestled amongst English-style gardens with a BBQ and 
outdoor seating. Free continental breakfast served daily.

Ph 9751 5973  30 West Street, Busselton
Email: jacarandaguesthouse1@westnet.com.au

A short walk to town centre, beach and the Busselton Jetty

HAGN#314-049757

AUTUMN SPECIAL Stay 3 Nights Pay for 2
Conditions apply. Not including Public Holidays

by Frank Smith 

CIDER makes a refresh-
ing change from wine 
and beer and in recent 
years producers have 
sprouted all over WA. 
This month we review 
some of the leading local 
cider makers.

Custard and Company 
of Donnybrook produce 
organic and biodynamic 
ciders using local apples 
and wild yeast ferments. 
Bottle shop price is $3.50 

for 330ml stubbies. Also 
available in 50L keg.

Original Apple Cider 
4.5 per cent alcohol is a 
light, sparkling drop with 
natural sweetness and 
stone fruit  avours cre-
ated by using wild yeast 
strains. Serve over ice, 
with a slice of lemon to 
bring out the apples natu-
ral acidity. 

Vintage Dry Cider 5.5 
per cent alcohol this vin-
tage crisp dry cider is full 
of old school, lip pucker-

ing loveliness reminiscent 
of the ‘good’ old days. A 
seriously real cider.

The Blackwood Ci-
dery at Bridgetown is 
probably the oldest and 
best known cider pro-
ducer still operating in 
WA.

Spider cider 5.5 per 
cent alcohol is a satisfy-
ing dry and lightly spritzig 
cider with a clean crisp 
apple character. Made 
by adding champagne 
yeast to pure apple juice 

and fermented under 
controlled conditions un-
til all the sugar has been 
converted to alcohol and 
carbon dioxide. Price $6 
for 330ml bottle.

Sweet Rosie 4.5 per 
cent alcohol an attractive 
fresh and naturally sweet 
sparkling cider with the 
light fresh fruitiness of 
Pink Lady apples. Price 
$6 for 330ml.

Soft Cider non-alco-
holic cider is pure apple 
juice lightly carbonated 

to give a sparkling apple 
juice that is light and re-
freshing and  ne to give 
to your children so that 
they drink along with the 
big people. Price $5.50 
for 330ml.

Denmark Heritage ci-
der produces a range of 
ciders using traditional 
techniques and heritage 
cider apple varieties from 
their own orchard. The 
cider maker says it takes 
two years to produce 
a sparkling cider, and a 

minimum of a year to pro-
duce a still cider.

Blend 17 Scrumpy is a 
still and dry cloudy cider 
made from apples of the 
2017 pommage. The re-
sult is a creamy Somerset 
style scrumpy. The apple 
 avour linger on the pal-
ate to give the distinctive 
taste of real cider apples 
with an autumn sun or-
chard bouquet. $20 for 
750ml bottle.

Blend 16 Natural is a 
sparkling and dry cloudy 
cider with no additive no 
preservatives made from 
the 2016 pommage. It is 
a Cornish/Brittany style 
of cider with bucket loads 
of rich apple  avours plus 
creamy natural bubbles 
and bread  avours from 
the lees. $30 for 750ml.

Blend 16 Medium is a 
clear and sparkling cider 
from the 2016 pommage 
producing a Cornish/Brit-
tany style of cider. A slight 
sweetness brings out in-
tense apple  avours and 
rich tannin textures. The 
creamy natural bubbles 
sparkle to deliver a strong 

bouquet of misty autumn 
mornings.  $30 for 750ml 
bottle.

Blend 15 1644 is a 
natural sparkling and dry 
cloudy cider with no ad-
ditives or preservatives. 
Made from the 2015 
pommage it is a Nor-
mandy style cider with 
loads of creamy natural 
bubbles and fresh sharp 
apple  avours combined 
with the bread  avours of 
the less. Reminiscent of a 
tart apple pie and cream. 
$23 for 750ml bottle

Funk Cider All Star is 
made in the Swan Val-
ley from mainly Granny 
Smith apples from Pick-
ering Brook and Donny-
brook. It is free from ad-
ditives and preservatives 
and is not pasteurised. 
The cider is clean tasting, 
full  avoured and semi 
sweet. Visit the cellar 
door at 55 Benara Road 
Caversham for a taste. 
Funk Cider also make an 
organic Scrumpy at 7.8 
percent alcohol. Re ll-
able 1L bottles are $20 or 
$15 for a re ll.

It’s autumn for apples - it’s time to discover ciders around the state

Left to right; The Cidery - Funk Cider - Custard and Company of Donnybrook - Denmark Heritage Cider

AVONBROOK Wines, located in 
the Avon Valley, off ers a unique 
experience in the Australian na-
tive bush. 

The winery is in a serene bush 
environment with an outdoor al-
fresco section as well as a cosy 
area indoors, next to the  re. 

Visitors will be entranced by 
the ambience and atmosphere 
that is iconic at this hidden trea-
sure in Clackline.

Enjoy a delicious treat with 

one of Carol’s famous gourmet 
cheeseboards to accompany 
one of Avonbrook’s stunning se-
lection of boutique wines. 

With both whites and reds 
on off er not to mention ‘’Scara-
mouche’ the very popular tawny 
port, there is something for ev-
eryone. 

On site there is also an amaz-
ing gift shop with products from 
all around the world. Choose 
from a large selection of relax-

ing CD’s, inspirational books, 
crystals, jewellery as well Native 
American gifts and collectables. 

Come and see for yourself 
and enjoy something really dif-
ferent. 

Avonbrook Wines is located at 
245 Benrua Road (turn of Great 
Eastern Highway at Clack-
line Store) in Clackline. Mob 
0400 332 933, email avonbrook 
wines@bigpond.com or visit 
www.avonbrookwines.com.au

Have you paid a visit to Avonbrook yet?

Emu Beach Chalets
Serenity by the sea...

BOOKINGS 9844 8889
info@emubeachchalets.com.au
www.emubeachchalets.com.au

GREAT FAMILY VALUE just 
metres from Emu Beach!
2 & 3 bedroom fully equipped 
self contained chalets 
r/c air-con, carport,
FREE wifi , BBQ, laundry onsite         
Pet friendly
*WINTER SPECIAL: 4th NIGHT FREE
*conditions apply

HAGN#314-049734

THE full program is now out for this year’s Jazz by the 
Bay in Busselton, Dunsborough and Margaret River and 
tickets are on sale for a whopping 45+ live performances 
of world-class jazz, soul and funk over four days from 
1-4 June.

Event Director Cindy Wiese said the program would 
appeal to all ages, aspiring musos and singers, live mu-
sic lovers and anyone wanting to shake off  the winter 
blues on the June long weekend.

A full program of free performances is scheduled 
from 10.15am on Saturday 2 and Sunday 3 June on the 
Green at Lions Park Dunsborough and many perfor-
mances around the region from Busselton to Margaret 
River can be enjoyed simply with the purchase of a meal.

Ticketing is made easier this year with all ticketed 
events bookable through stickytickets.com.au.

Sign up to the event’s e-news at www.jazzbythebay.
com.au 

Jazz by the Bay will be a blast

HAGN#314-049894

Conveniently located less than 2kms from the town centre, Country Comfort 
Amity motel is a great choice to use as a base to explore the Albany region. 
With 40 well-appointed motel rooms and a room type to suit most guests, our            
facilities include, onsite restaurant, gym, communal games-room and kitchen,                                                                                                             
swimming pool and onsite guest laundry. All rooms have coffee/tea making         
facilities, microwave, toaster and fridge.
Complimentary wi-   throughout. Corporate rates available.

234 Albany Highway, Albany
Ph: 9841 2200  Freecall: 1800 644 990
reception@amitymotel.com.au
www.amitymotel.com.au

COUNTRY COMFORT AMITY MOTEL ALBANY

Email: reception@bayviewmotel.com.au

Esperance Getaway
Clean, comfortable and affordable
ATTRACTIVE WINTER RATES!

Group bookings

31 DEMPSTER ST, ESPERANCE  PH: 9071 1533
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by Jennifer Merigan

ONE of the things I trea-
sure most about my job 
at Have a Go News is 
meeting so many good 
people who work hard 
to make our community 
better.

President of Legacy, 
president of the Royal 
Australian Regiment As-
sociation, director of War-
rior Racing and Vietnam 
veteran, Peter Heeney is 
one of these people.

Heeney recently spent 
10 days walking in the 
footsteps of WWII veter-
ans along the Thai-Bur-
ma railway.

The walk was organ-
ised under the auspices 
of Warrior Racing Lim-
ited which through its 
racing car and other en-
deavours raises much 
needed funds to high-
light and reduce mental 
illness and suicide in  rst 
responders and veter-
ans.

Amputee Tony Zahra 
along with veterans An-
thony Lear, Dominic 
Boyle, Scott Bradshaw 
supported by Ben Harris 
and Chris Hewitson took 
on the challenge to cover 
the 360km walk.

Heeney joined them 
for part of the walk cov-
ering 120km in his stint.

The group retraced the 
railway lines built by Aus-
tralian and Allied prison-
ers of war under Japa-
nese rule during WWII 

from 1942-45.
As well as the rail-

way line, more than 300 
bridges were built by the 
POWs along with more 
than 200,000 civilians.

Much of the railway 
still exists and is in use 
including the famous 
bridge over the River 
Kwai.

The walk commenced 
at the Thai-Burma bor-
der and Heeney said that 
the Burma police at the 
border allowed them to 

cross and start the walk 
there.

Seventy-year-old Hee-
ney told Have a Go News 
that he had trained for 
the event walking up to 
eight km per day to get 
in shape.

“On my 10-day walk 
we were averaging 15 
km per day and the 
conditions were hot and 
steamy.

“It was de nitely phys-
ically demanding for a 
70-year-old,” he said.

Heeney said he has 
always had an interest 
in WWII history and was 
keen to be a part of the 
trek along the Thai-Bur-
ma railway because it 
has not been done be-
fore on this level.

He walked through 
Hell re Pass, a 20-metre 
high and 60-metre long 
pass etched out of rock 
hand carved by soldiers.

More than 600 Aus-
tralians lost their lives at 
Hell re and to commem-
orate the fallen there is a 
museum run by the Aus-
tralian Department of 
Veteran’s Aff airs. 

“The emotion that 
came over me as we 
walked through Hell-
 re Pass was without a 
doubt incredible.”

Heeney said that the 
other highlight was  nd-
ing one of the original 
bolts used on the rail-
way.

“We were walking 
along a section of the 
railway and I ducked into 
the jungle for a pee and 
kicked a rock and under-
neath it sat the bolt.

“Our guides said that 
none of these bolts had 
been found in 20 years.”

When Peter visited 
the Have a Go News 
offi  ce for this interview 
he brought the bolt with 
him. 

He plans to have it 
framed and to present it 
to Legacy in honour of all 
the legatees who worked 
on the railway as POWs.

Interestingly I had seen 
the bolts before when I 
interviewed some WWII 
veterans about 18 years 
ago who were cap-
tured in Changi and had 
worked on the railway.

Tracing the steps of 
those who were captured 
or paid the ultimate sacri-
 ce to furnish us with the 
freedoms we enjoy today 
is an honour in itself.

No stranger to war, its 
horrors and complexi-
ties Heeney continues to 
work in the community 
for veterans.

“I’d like to bring more 
awareness to people of 
the high rates of post-
traumatic stress and 
mental illness in  rst re-
sponders (ambulance, 
police) and veterans to 
help reduce the rates of 
suicide,” Heeney said.

When you meet peo-
ple like Peter Heeney you 
just want to say thank 
you – thanks to him and 
men like him.

If you would like to  nd 
out more about Warrior 
Racing visit www.war 
riorracing.com.au or you 
can donate to the go-
fund-me campaign for 
the walk which is open 
until the end of May at 
www.gofundme.com/
sysmb-burmthai-death-
march-anzac-da…

Left to right; Peter  nding the bolt along the section of the Thai-Burma railway - Peter at the bridge of the 
River Kwai which was completed by allied soldiers during WWII

Walking in the footsteps of our soldiers along the Thai-Burma railway

by Jennifer Merigan 

KEN LINDLEY at 81, 
has a spirit and talent 
which de es his age, al-
though he says he’s an 

old hillbilly.
A Yamtji man, he 

spent his childhood at 
the Moore River Mission 
growing up with Gra-
ham (Polly) Farmer.

Ken had an interesting 
working life from start-
ing an apprenticeship 
as a commercial artist 
in the 1950s at Gibney 
and Sons, to travelling 
the country working as 
a jack of all trades on 
farms.

At 58 Ken returned 
to university to become 
a school teacher and 
taught at Balga Primary 
School until retirement 
at 75.

His one great love in 
life is music.

“I got a taste for coun-
try music as a child dur-
ing WWII when me and 
180 other children were 
shipped to Greenbush-
es.

“As a treat we 
would all sit in the big 
loungeroom and lis-
ten to the 6IX’s Hillbilly 

roundup on the radio 
once a week,” he said.

In 1953 he bought his 
 rst guitar and as a left 
hander taught himself 
to play a right-handed 
guitar.

He was one of the  rst 
to play country music 
in the state with Wayne 
Pride. From those con-
certs the WA Country 
Music Club was estab-
lished.

“I hired a hall in Mid-
land and we got all 
these mums and dads 
to come along and it 
just grew from there,” he 
said.

Music shaped him 
and with his late wife 
Frances, they spent 
their life together enjoy-
ing playing and singing 
music.

“Although Frances 

was very sick we re-
corded two CDs togeth-
er before she passed,” 
said Ken.

Ken has a collection of 
29 guitars and said that 
at his 80th birthday par-
ty a guitar was passed 
around for everyone to 
sign at the party.

Music is still very 
much part of his life 
and he says that every 
Tuesday night he and a 
group of musicians en-
joy a jam at his house.

Ken can belt out a 
variety of genres from 
country, yodels to old 
classics and pop tunes.

He’s written a lot of 
songs, recorded albums 
and played all over WA. 
His new album is called 
Down Under Country.

Ken looks forward to 
playing at the Music Ex-

WA country music man Ken Lindley to play at music extravaganza soon

Ken Lindley

travaganza concert to 
be held at the on Satur-
day 9 June at the Morley 
Sport and Recreation 
Centre from 12.30pm to 
5pm. 

He will be joined by 
Brian Letton, Sarah 
Broome, Moira J Scott, 

Terry Bennetts and 
many other artists to 
present a fun- lled af-
ternoon playing a selec-
tion of popular music 
with a country slant.

Tickets available from 
9492 9771 and includes 
afternoon tea. 

Visit www.haveagonews.com.au and join our online community

VISIT US ONLINE
Have a Go News provides mature Western Australians with 

quality lifestyle information to enable them to live a healthy and ful  lling life

KEEP UP TO DATE DAILY with your favourite newspaper

EXCLUSIVE content and competitions

Participate in our
READER SURVEY...

All survey participants will be eligible 
for BIG PRIZES! See page 22.




	25may314
	26may314
	27may314
	28may314
	29may314
	30may314
	31may314
	32may314
	33may314
	34may314
	35may314
	36may314
	37may314
	38may314
	39may314
	40may314

